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Student society votes to buck BCSF 
:~ 
Other Press reporter Barry ]acqtM?s is caught taking a break while 
moonlighting seOing the Province newspaper downtown. 
Richinond cash stash anrlss 
by Davin Karjala 
Suspicion and intrigue sur-
round the recent disappearance 
of a cash box containing $647 
from the Richmond office of the 
Douglas College Student So-
ciety. 
The money, which was the 
proceeds of the February 24 
dance at sea Island Forum, is 
alleged to have disappeared the 
morning of Saturday, March 
4th. 
The missing money, how-
ever, was not reported to the 
police until the following 
Monday. 
Richmond representative Terry 
McPhail reported that he had 
noticed that the cash box was 
first missing on Saturday at 2:30 
pm, but claimed that he did not 
report it because "I thought 
Bob (Machuk) had taken it to 
the Bank of Montreal." 
"I did not think that the 
money had been stolen because 
there was no evidence of forced 
entry," said McPhail. 
When asked why the money 
had not been taken to the bank 
earlier, Richmond represent-
ative Bob Machuk said, "I 
wanted the other guys (John 
Douglas and McPhail) to count 
it so that I wouldn't be sus-
pected of pocketing 20 or 30 
bucks from the kitty. The money 
was kept at my place over the 
weekend after the dance, and 
since John and Terry were sick 
earlier in the week, the money 
was not counted until Friday 
afternoon.'' 
Two persons were seen enter-
ing the college on Saturday 
morning. Although they were 
not then identified, they were 
reported to be recognized as 
"seen around Richmond cam-
pus." 
Because the money was taken 
without evidence of forced en-
try, the Richmond RCMP are 
reported to be taking "a special 
interest in this case because it 
involves the college and people 
in high places." 
In an emergency studE)Ilt 
council meeting held Monday, 
March 13, council decided that 
the Richmond representatives 
would not be held responsible 
for the loss incurred by the 
disappearance of the money. 
Student society president 
Dave Johnston said, "Because 
of the extenuating circumstan-
ces behind the whole affair, 
council decided Richmond is not 
accountable or responsible for 
the theft. For the future, we 
agreed that all money for future 
dances would be deposited in 
the night depository of the 
college account." 
In the meantime, Richmond 
student representatives are 
conducting their own investi-
gation. 
Said McPhail, "We have 
some small things that we are 
looking into, but we are not 
ready to release anything until 
we have confrrmed them." 
All Richmond student repre-
sentatives have reported that 
they have been asked by the 
RCMP to take a polygraph (lie 
detector) test. They all reported 
that they are ready, willing, and 
able to do so. 
W oinen unequal-say Liberals 
OTTAWA (CPA-CUP)- As 400 
people marched on Parliament 
Hill and thousands more march-
ed across the country, concern 
for women's rights was ex-
pressed in the House of Com-
mons but the Liberals defeated 
an NDP motion that said women 
"ought to have fully equal 
rights in participating in the 
Canadian economy." 
That was the way Interna-
tional Women's Day passed this 
year - while thousands attempt-
ed to raise the issue of women's 
rights, the Liberals looked 
steadfastly the other way. 
In the Commons, the con-
cerns of women were voiced by 
New Democrats on an NDP-
sponsored opposition day. 
Calling women "the forgot-
ten victims of Canadian unem-
ployment," NDP leader Ed 
Broadbent accused the govern-
ment of trying to "hide the 
reality" of the situation by 
perpetrating the myths of wo-
men's inequality through its 
employJ1!.ent policies. 
Myth number one is that 
married women don't matter as 
far as jobs are concerned be-
cause there's usually a husband 
with a job, Broadbe~t said. 
"Approximately one half of 
married women who are work-
ing are doing so because other-
wise, their husbands, children 
and families would be at the 
poverty level." 
The second myth is that 
women cause unemployment 
among men, a myth Broadbent 
charged Employment Minister 
Bud Cullen and Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau of propagating. 
Calling their logic "cruel non-
sense," Broadbent cited figures 
showing the rate of unemploy-
ment for women has increased 
at a far greater pace than their 
rate of ,participation in the 
labour force. 
"The reality is that women 
are not stealing men's jobs at 
all," Broadbent said. "The 
contintM?d on page 3 
Douglas College student 
council has voted against sup-
porting a British Columbia Stu-
dent Federation (BCSF) cam-
paign that calls for students to 
take part in a protest against 
unemployment March 30 in 
Victoria. 
The campaign to protest un-
employment was drawn up by 
approximately 50 student gov-
ernment representatives at the 
eighth semi-annual BCSF con-
ference held March 10 - 12 in 
Prince George. 
At a special council meeting 
held Monday night student 
council shot down a motion by 
Doug Coates, vice-president ex-
ternal, calling for Douglas Col-
lege students to "support the 
BCSF campaign for employ-
ment, climaxing with the March 
30 march on Victoria." 
Coates said the council mem-
hers who voted against the 
motion said they did not feel the 
government was solely at fault 
for the unemployment situation, 
plus the fact the council mem-
bers did not feel they should be 
linked too tightly with labour 
(the B.C. Federation of Labour 
will also participate in the 
protest). 
Other members of the council 
were not available after the 
meeting for comment. 
The BCSF conference repre-
sentatives also struck a com-
mittee to evaluate the student 
summer employment program, 
and to make recommendations 
to the federal and provincial 
governments. The committee is 
to consist of students from 
BCSF, the National Union of 
Students, as well as repre-
contintM?d on page 5 
Langara students 
slash budget 
VANCOUVER (CUP) - In a 
three day referendum held last 
week students at the Langara 
campus of Vancouver Commu-
nity College voted overwhelm-
ingly to slash about $60,000 
from the student society 
budget. 
The controversial referendum 
saw llOO votes cast: 799 in 
favour of the referendum, 41 
against, and there were 73 
spoiled ballots. 
The student fees will be 
changed from $4 per student 
and $2 per credit to S3 for 
student and $1 for each course, 
but no one knows the date the 
change will take effect. 
Levies for a building fund ($1 
per course) and membership to 
BCSF and NUS ($1 per student) 
remain intact. The remaining $2 
per student, approximately 
$25,000 annually, will be collec-
ted as student society revenue. 
Currently about $85,000 in gen-
eral revenue is collected. 
Student society treasurer Pat 
Mokrane is a strong supporter 
of the fee to put student society 
affairs in order. "Maybe it's not 
good for students'\ he said, 
"maybe it's not good for the 
student movement either, but it 
was the shock that was 
needed." 
Student council president 
Gordon Bell has stated that the 
referendum organizers are 
"petty and vindictive" and are 
unrealistic in expecting services 
to continue as they have in the 
past. But he pointed out there 
was no effective date on thP 
ballots and suggested holding 
another referendum to raise the 
fees in the fall. 
"I suppose we could hold 
another referendum in the fall 
but whatever happens this ref-
erendum won't take effect until 
the fall," he said. 
Bob Ross, one of the principal 
organizers of the referendum 
said, "This is the biggest 
turnout for a referendum at 
Langara that I know of." 
Mter the referendum was 
completed last Thursday he 
said, "It is too bad it had to 
come to this." 
According to Wayne McMur-
phy, student society business 
manager, the referendum to 
reduce fees was "a stupid idea. 
I have been giving reports (on 
finance) all along," he said. "If 
people had listened to what I 
was saying it wouldn't have 
come to this." 
According to Bell, student 
society finances are a lot better 
than most people think. And 
because of this Bell has gone 
against an order in council and 
not given the society's three 
employees their lay-off notice. 
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Confusion 
over money 
in hank 
continued from page 1 
Mter former student society 
president Brendan Boyle re-
signed his post at last Tues-
day's council meeting Bell was 
appointed to take his place and 
was told to give the office staff 
notice of their impending lay-
ofk 
However, Wednesday morn-
ing Bell and McMurphy (one of 
the three employees to be laid 
off) discovered $20,000 in the 
student society bank account . 
"We are a lot better off than 
we've been told," Bell said. 
He said council decided to 
lay-ott the employees on the 
understanding that the student 
account was empty, but because 
the account is not empty Bell 
will not terminate their employ-
ment until the matter is re-
viewed by council. 
However, Mokrane said the 
account does not show that 
amount and the council cannot 
afford to employ the office 
workers until April 30 when 
their terms run out. 
"It is just not the truth," 
Mokrane said. 
He said $15,000 in term 
deposits in the account "have to 
go back into the building fund. 
That is what it was put their 
for." 
But McMurphy said term 
deposits, one for $5,000 and one 
for $10,000, were placed before 
the building fund was initiated 
and are to be counted as 
revenue. 
"Mokranedoesn't know what 
is going on," McMurphy said. 
"The treasurer should know 
what is going on at all times. If 
he doesn't he is fucked." 
Bell said, "Mokrane hasn't 
been able to do his job, he 
hasn't been able to even get 
quorum at finance committee 
meetings.'' 
Mokrane said the $17,000 in 
the building fund account isn't 
anywhere near the amount it 
should be, and whether or not 
the term deposits are to be set 
aside for the building fund isn't 
important. He will still see to it 
that the deposits are to be set 
aside for the student resource 
centre. 
Mokrane said McMurphy is 
just trying to protect his job and 
he would do the same thing if 
his job was "on the line." 
Bill conceded that the fi-
nances of student council "had 
been pretty much hand to 
mouth for the last seven 
months." The budget is now 
being watched very closely, he 
added. 
He said that if the staff 
workers are allowed to complete 
their term and the other con-
tracts are honored the student 
society will show a surplus of 
about $6,000 by the end of the 
semester. 
~~~~ N~TI~N~~~~~~~~~~[=rn~~~'~~~o~~=ER~ffi~~~s~]~~~e3~ 
( Students protest cut-backs 
OTTAWA (CUP) - Students 
have staged occupations at On-
tario and Quebec campuses, 
confronted boards of governors 
at Saskatchewan and Alberta 
universities, and organized ral-
lies and demonstrations in New 
Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, 
Manitoba and Alberta. Petitions 
have been circulated in Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec 
Manitoba, Alberta and Ontario 
opposing various cutbacks. And 
in British Columbia, students 
are taking a university to court 
for raising tuition fees this year. 
Cutbacks in education fund-
ing in most provincial budgets 
and tuition fee increases loom-
ing in six provinces are the 
issues that have Canadian stu-
dents angry this spring. 
British Columbia 
Students at Simon Fraser go 
to court March 13 to challenge 
an increase in tuition fees last 
September. The students main-
tain the university's decision 
was forced by a provincial 
government decision to cut back 
it's funding. 
Alberta 
The Federation of Alberta 
Students is running a well-
organized campaign against a 
10 percent tuition fee increase 
in that province's universities 
and colleges. Students from the 
universities of Lethbridge, 
Calgary and Alberta and Mount 
Royal and Red Deer colleges 
and the Southern Alberta Insti-
tute of Technology will partici-
pate in a motorcade to Ed-
monton and a demonstration at 
the provincial legislature March 
15. 
Women 
continued from page 1 
reality is that they are still being 
held down to the lowest paying 
jobs in our society which, by 
and large, men have rejected." 
NDP MP Stanley Knowles, 
who in his 35-year parliamen-
tary career has been one of the 
foremost women's rights advo-
cates in the Commons, said it 
was "A sad commentary on our 
times" that a party would have 
to bring up a motion for 
equality, "yet the fact is that 
such a motion is necessary." 
"I feel that the time to correct 
discrimination is not in the next 
century, not 50 years from now, 
but right now," he said. 
And on International Wo-
men' s Day itself, Liberal back-
bencher Yvon Pinard, parlia-
mentary secretary to privy 
council president Allan Mac-
Eachen, shouted "no" to oppo-
sition motions to improve the 
status of women in the public 
service and training programs. 
Unanimous consent is needed 
for the passage of the motions. 
And New Democratic MP 
Cyril Symes was unsuccessful in 
attempting to get commitments 
from Marc Lalonde, minister 
responsible for the status of 
women, to initiate special pro-
grams to help unemployed wo-
men and single parents. 
Outside the parliament build-
ings, several hundred women 
representing women's centres, 
native groups, unions and ten-
ants demonstrated for equality. 
A spokesperson for the coali-
tion that organized the demon-
stration said the government is 
" causing great hardship for 
women by making us scape-
oats for economic ills." 
On campuses, student unions 
and anti-tuition increase com-
mittees have been organizing 
support for the motorcade and 
pressuring boards of governors 
to reject the proposed fee 
increases. 
Saskatchewan 
Students occupied a board of 
governors meeting at the Uni-
versity of Regina March 2 and 
500 students rallied afterwards 
to protest the thira consecutive 
year of tuition increases. 
About 400 students protested 
a University of Saskatchewan 
board meeting March 5 and at 
least 1,000 people are expected 
for a march there March 16. 
Students will also rally that day 
in Regina. 
Manitoba 
An unexpectedly high tuition 
increase of 20 percent next year 
and changes in the student aid 
plan are pushing student unions 
at the Universities of Manitoba 
and Winnipeg to organize pe-
titions and information se-
ssions. 
Ontario 
Three occupations at Trent 
(March 2-7), McMaster (March 
7-8) and Carleton (March 8·10) 
and rallies at Toronto and York 
Universities and Ryerson Poly-
technical Institute are a prelude 
to a mass demonstration March 
16 at the provincial legislature. 
Other universities have hint-
ed they may initiate occupations 
starting March 13 in response to 
a provincial government grant 
- for universities that fall S26 
million short of the amount 
need~ simply to maintain the 
existing system. 
across the nation 
Quebec 
Students have occupied cafe-
terias at CEGEPs Montmorency 
in Laval; Rosemont, Bois du 
Boulogne and the Universite <bl 
Quebec a Montreal in Montreal, 
and at CEGEP St. Jean in St. 
Jean to protest rising prices 
since September. 
Students occupied a major 
library at Concordia University 
Feb. 19 and at Universite Laval 
in Quebec social sciences stu-
dents boycotted classes and 
occupied offices Feb. 2-21 to 
protest cutbacks in facilities. 
At CEGEPs Vieux Montreal 
and Andre Laurendeau, stu-
dents were evicted Feb. 22 and 
23 from occupations at the 
colleges. Then, CEGEP stu-
dents occupied the Montreal 
ministry of education offices 
Feb. 25 and marched to Quebec 
premier Rene Levesque's office 
March 2. 
The provincial student asso-
ciation expects a freeze in 
education and other social ser-
vices spending to be announced 
in the provincial budget April 1. 
Atlantic 
Students from Dalhousie and 
St. Mary's Universities and 
College St. Louis Maillots con-
fronted the premiers of the 
three Maritime provinces at a 
meeting March 3 in Edmun-
ston, New Brunswick. 
The Adantic Federation of 
Students presented a brief op-
posing tuition increases and 
cutbacks to a meeting of the 
. Maritime Provinces Higher Ed-
ucation Commission in Halifax 
March 7. 
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College summer employment fund slashed 
by Guy Tannen 
The provincial government 
this year is continuing to cut 
direct funding to colleges and 
universities to create summer 
employment for stud~nts. 
The reason given by the 
Ministry of Labour is that the 
government wants to give pri-
vate industry the money that 
has been cut from the educa-
tional institutions. 
However, the employment 
agreements that are stated on 
the employment application 
forms say that the companies 
involved in the program do not 
have to hire students, with the 
only prequisite king that the 
person be between the ages of 
IS-24. 
Institutions such as Douglas 
College set their own policy as 
to whether they will ~e stu-
dents or not. It is likely that the 
funding given to the private 
sector will not be used totally 
for students. 
Douglas College last year 
employed 59 students at a cost 
of Sl21,000. This year their 
funding has been cut by more 
than half to SSO,OOO and it only 
allows Douglas College to hire · 
20 people. 
The provincial government 
believes that giving money to 
the private sector will create 
more jobs for the young people 
in general, not just students. 
The ministry of labour says 
that it is more expensive to 
administer the program through 
institutions because the govern-
ment has to pick up the inci-
dental costs of hiring a person, 
such as the Canadian Pension 
Plan and unemployment bene- · 
fits as well as holiday pay which 
the private business would have 
to pick up otherwise. 
The University of B.C. and 
Simon Fraser University have 
also been hit with a SO percent 
reduction of funding that the 
provincial government has 
Take home the taste. 
Enjoy the smooth, 
light flavour. , 
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of Heineken beer. 
made policy this year. 
Further discrepencies about 
the summer employment pro-
gram this year are over wages 
paid to different sections of 
employees. 
The wages paid to a first or 
second year student under the 
Working Government contract 
are S66S per month while 
people employed under the 
Youth Employment Program 
(YEP) receive SSSO per month. 
The ministry of labour says 
that the two contracts fall under 
different departments. The 
B.C. Employees Union nego-
tiated the wages for the Work-
ing Government program while 
YEP did not have a union to 
ne~otiate for the~').. 
uruon to negotiate for them. 
The wages for the YEP 
workers have not gone up since 
1973, while the cost of has gone 
up almost 20 percent. Linda 
Krahn, a field coordinator for 
the ministry of labour, said 
"The provincial government is 
It's all a matter of taste. 
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trying to stay within its com-
mittment to have economic 
restraint." 
Students hired under these 
programs barely receive a living 
wage, let alone enough money 
to save to continue their educa-
tion. If students do not save at 
least $800 by the time classes 
start. they are unable to borrow 
the full amount needed, thereby 
closing more avenues to con-
tinue their education. Students 
are truly getting the worst end 
of both deals, as closing one 
door closes the other. 
administration 
College clears 
reorganization hurdle 
by Brian jones 
College council announced 
that the ftrst administrative 
level under the reorganization 
of Douglas College had been 
finalized at a special council 
meeting last Monday. 
The college has been study-
ing the re-organization possibil-
ities for over two years. 
George Wootton, Douglas 
College principal, expressed his 
thanks to council for the thor-
oughness with which they stu-
died the proposals put to them, 
by the personnel committee. 
College council had met on 
three previous occasions to 
discuss the alternatives before 
reaching a unanimous decision 
on this proposal. 
The reorganization calls for: 
George Wootton as college 
principal; Bill Day as New 
Westminster campus principal; 
Bob Lowe as Surrey campus 
principal; Don Porter as Rich-
mond campus principal; Sheila 
Thompson as Coquidam camp-
us principal; Ken Moore as 
Langley campus principal; Reg 
Pridham as educational services 
dean; Marilyn Smith as student 
services dean. 
College council chairperson 
John Sutherland stated he was 
pleased at the positive approach 
of the administrative personnel 
during the difficult time when a 
decision was being reached. 
"Because of our decision at 
the beginning to take the re-
sponsibility of making the final 
decision on reassignment, we 
recognize that not only George 
and the senior administration, 
but everyone in the college has 
been under a strain." Suther-
land said. 
He also went on to thank the 
other people involved with the 
decision; such as faculty mem-
bers and the advisory com-
mittee. 
"Work'will begin immediate-
ly on the second level of re-
organization," said Sutherland. 
The procedure for reassigning 
the seven vice-principals and 
four director positions will be 
the same as that for the first 
level of reorganization. 
"Dr. Wootton will hold dis-
cussions in the next week with 
the administrators interested in 
reassignment to one of these 
positions and the advisory 
committee will begin its delib-
erations by mid-March, and it is 
hoped council will be able to 
make it's final decision by the 
ftrst of April," Sutherland 
stated. 
Sutherland also said, "We 
hope that with the coming 
decision on the final level of 
reassignment, we will be able to 
resume our momentum toward 
development of the college's 
services and facilities through-
out our region.'' -
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Surr~y Health Affair 
The Surrey campus of Doug-
las College was the scene of a 
health, nutrition and exercise 
workshop put on free by 1 S 
community agencies. 
Douglas College supplied the 
space and the community agen-
cies put on the displays. There 
were dental assistants giving 
away toothbrushes with a sign 
above their display saying 
"three things are certain in life; 
taxes, death and plaque on your 
teeth.'' There were other dis-
plays on nutrition. They showed 
a complete rundown on what 
the average Canadian does eat 
and what they should eat. There 
was quite a difference. 
The most popular display was 
the computor bikes. People 
were lining up to try their luck 
and see if they could pass the 
test. One woman said after 
receiving a low score, "I guess 
I just have the typical disgust-
ing Canadian body." 
ARE YOU 
READY_ 
to offer leadership 
in outdoor and 
environmental 
education? 
Unique in 
Canada, 
Strathcona is a 
place where you 
can live and 
learn in an exciting 
rural residential 
community with 
some of the country's 
finest outdoor 
specialists. Explore 
country as wild and 
beautiful as when 
Captain James Cook 
discovered it in 17 7 8. 
There were not a lot ot 
students attending the Health-
A-Fair but Chris johnson, Doug-
las College community consult-
ant and physical education in-
structor who set up the event 
did not expect .many students to 
attend. It was mostly attended 
by older people who seemed 
interested in what the agencies 
had to say. 
Other community associa-
tions involved were: the minis. 
try of recreation and conserva-
tion, Royal Columbian/Douglas 
College Education Centre, 
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sen-
sibly), Weight Watchers, Surr-
ey Parks and Recreation Com-
mission, New Westminster YM-
YWCA, Action B.C., the B.C. 
Heart Foundation, Coquitlam 
School Board, Canadia.t Cancer 
Society, Simon Fraser and Bou-
ndary Health Units, B.C. TB 
and Christmas Seal Society and 
Orthomolecular Medicine. 
The apprenticeship ~nd internship programs are job oriented and offer 
credit at U. of Alberta and U. of Victoria. Apprenticeship programs start 
Mar. 20, April 20, May 20, and Sept. S, and continue for fifteen weeks. 
Summer internship offers five core programs and is from July 17-Aug. 29. 
There is a residency program for those who want outdoor experiences and 
rural lifeskills from Sept. 7-Dec. IS. Shorter educational holidays for the. 
time of your life throughout the year. 
STRATHCONA 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE 
BOX 2160, CAMPBELL RIVER, B.C. V9W 
------------------
Please send me your free 32-page calendar of 
1978 STRATHCONA PROGRAMS- over 60 
programs to· choose from. 
I am particularly interested in Apprenticeship ( ), 
Internship ( ), Residency ( ), Canoeing ( ), Kayaking ( ) , 
Mountaineering ( ), Fitness and Preventive Medicine ( ), 
Log Building ( ), Sailing ( ), Native Culture ( ), Coastal 
Backpacking ( ), Environmental Studies ( }, Wilderness 
Photography ( ), Wilderness Survival ( ), First Aid ( ). 
We are a_lways looking for well Qualified Canadian outdoor Jeaders. Write if 
you want a job application form, if you think you are ready! 
NAME: ...•......•.•...........•..................... . ....... 
DRESS: . Code ............... . 
campus 
Student society bucks BCSF 
continued from page 1 lets and buttons will begin on student representative assemb-
sentatives from labour, the Wednesday March IS. Cam- ly, has produced lapel stickers 
business community and the puses are requested to distri- which are to be printed and sold 
government. bute their leaflets and post to students. They will also 
Details of the upcoming banners the following Wed- produce leaflets and posters as 
"March to Victory", to coincide nesday. well as providing two buses to 
with the "citizens lobby for Simon Fraser University will Victoria. 
jobs" protest, will be released not participate in posting ban-
on March 12, and will be ners because of a referendum Capilano College is attempt-
followed by meetings with the conflict, but will cancel all ing to set up a panel discussion 
labour council, faculty, and student activities on March 30 with government, business and 
clubs and societies on March and provide free transportation student representatives, plus 
14. to Victoria. trying to send students to the 
Distribution of posters, leaf- UBC, in with the March protest. 
~----------~--~----------~--~----------------
$25,0 0 
Professional Circuit 
•Aerials •Ballet •Moguls 
Mar. 25· 26, crouse Mountain 
vancouver (National Championship) 
~ c.F.SA sanctioned Events 
The recent controversy surrounding the RCMP : A History of 
Oppression (The Other Press, March 7) succinctly illustrates the 
·general attitude which prevails at Douglas College. The reactions 
we have received range from an incredulous - "Wow, would they 
really do that?"- to outrage and accusations of slander- "makes a 
mockery of the RCMP ... " 
Admittedly, Douglas College isn't ex:acdy a hotbed of revolution, 
but the unquestioning, blind acceptance of the status-quo which 
manifests itself here is, to say the least, disheartening. Doug 
Coates says that "they must play the game in order to be 
effective." Well, Doug, what is it that they wish to be effective as? 
A gestapo? Or perhaps our own home-grown C.I.A.? 
The theory that the RCMP has to rwi over our civil rights in order 
to capture criminals is not a justification; it is an alibi. Why must 
students at Douglas College give credence to such an obvious 
deception? Who will redress the wrongs of our society if not its 
youth? 
The lack of concern over the bill to legalize the opening of mail by 
the RCMP again points out our apathy and general indifference to 
the question of freedom. Who is in the position to ensure their 
future freedoms if not the students? 
Violent revolution isn't the answer. Ideas are. Douglas College 
should be encouraging the growth of new ideas. It should, in 
addition to providing jobs, instill a questioning attitude into its 
students. Instead we say we are here to learn facts and to get a 
piece of paper which says we know the facts. 
To be in possession of "the facts" without a sen5e of right and 
wrong is meaningless. It gives one a false sense of security. H 
college ~ teach you anything, it can teach you that your leaders 
are not always right. No one has all the answers. 
You don't have to participate in rallys, or write letters to the 
editor in order to be politically conscious - all it takes is to question 
what you hear, or what you read, from the government or the 
media. As students we are in the unique position of being hallways 
in the system and halfway out. When we do finally become a part of 
it, we can do it with our eyes open, and as a matter of choice. 
Once again the student council has quivered in their quaking 
boots, too scared to support anything that may seem just a litde bit 
out of the ordinary to themselves, but not to the students. 
The issue at hand is the council's refusal to support the British 
Columbia Students Federation's campaign for reducing student 
unemployment. The campaign involves, among other things, a 
rally in Victoria March 30 - the opening of the provincial legislation. 
The rally is being sponsored by the Citizen's Lobby for Jobs, which 
includes BCSF, the British Columbia Federation of Labour, and 
other groups. 
The council, at a special meeting Monday, defeated a motion by 
Doug Coates to support the campaign and travel to Victoria, and to 
encourage Douglas College students to take part. 
Are they frightened to participate in any sort of demonstration or 
protest, even if it means helping students? Anything that might 
create a litde disturbance (no matter how peaceful) has sent them 
scurrying for cover, popping down into their litde shells, fearing 
the wrath of anybody who might object to the rally or campaign. 
But what's wrong with trying to help students or anybody else 
fmd jobs? We don't need to bore you with those· same 
unemployment statistics, the ones you've heard time and time 
again. Everybody knows the situation is bad and getting worse. 
Why has the council refused to help or take part? 
It seems odd (well, judging by their past actions maybe it isn't so 
odd) that the student-government would refuse to help the very 
people who elected them, and who they represent. 
They've done this shuffling act before - when they refused to 
take part in the National Union of Students' unemployment 
campaign because it was too -"radical". Too radical! What ever 
happened to the days when students could really affect what went 
on in the world? Since when are students supposed to roll over and 
be good litde boys and girls and not stand up for their rights? Our 
council is too scared to act on anything that hasn't been officially 
sanctioned by the college's administration or by the provincial 
government. 
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The ball's in your court now~ 
Body Politic's article "Men 
Loving Boys Loving Men", 
which appears in this week's 
issue of The Other Press, has 
caused a tempest of public 
outrage across the country. The 
atmosphere in our office when 
we discussed the values of 
printing the article was not 
exactly sedate either. 
The article, when printed in 
Toronto by the gay newspaper 
collective, landed the author 
and two other members of the 
collective in jail on obsenity 
charges. Pink Triangle Press, 
the publishers, had their office 
raided and 12 cartons of mater-
ial seized; including articles, 
letters to the editor, subscrip-
tion lists, and advertising and 
business records. 
-The article appeared in the 
December-January issue of the 
paper. On December 30 the 
paper was raided, the purposes 
of which, according to coll~tive 
members, was to effectively 
shut down the paper. 
The article tries to deal 
frankly with the idea of Men 
Loving Boys, but at times the 
material slips to graphic des-
criptions of the sexual acts 
engaged in, and at these points 
we have used our discretion and 
edited out the parts we felt 
offered no insight into the 
homosexual's mores, view-
points and emotions. 
However, not all the mem-
bers of the staff felt the editing 
out the explicit portions of the 
study was appropriate. Both 
Nancy and Jeannette objected 
to the article because it sup-
ports child molesting, and felt it 
should not be run. They said 
they have nothing against gays. 
Others felt that if the article was 
to be printed it should appear in 
its entirity, unedited. 
Bill and Keith felt that the 
story should have been run as it 
appeared in Body Politic. The 
idea behind running the un-
edited version of the article 
hinged partly on tlie fact they 
did not feel we should be 
editing out portions of the 
article, thereby implying agree-
ment with Ontario's decision 
that the article was ~bscene. 
w_e should be running the 
article as it originally appeared 
and see if the reaction out here 
is that it is indeed obscene. "I 
don't think it would be found 
obscene, and would prove that 
the arrests were only harrass-
ment of homosexuals." said 
Bitchin' Bill. 
However, obscenity was not 
the only ground . on which 
people in Toronto expressed 
their distaste for the article. The 
Toronto press came out de-
nouncing the articles as filthy 
garbage, and sick, unlike Nancy 
and Jeannette who just say it is 
sick. 
Toronto Sun columnist Claire 
Hoy, in a Dec. 22 column, said 
"How sick can these people get, 
these homosexual activists who 
whine that society picks on 
them, and all they want is 
equality? Equality to do what? 
Equality to little kids, ~o poison 
our children's minds, to get into 
the schools and recruit kids 
while they're young and im-
pressionable?'' 
In another article he adds 
"They are not content to do 
what they do to each other in 
private, among consenting a-
dults. They want to spread the 
word, to convert the kids to 
homosexuality.'' 
The Toronto Sun echoed 
Hoy's sentiments with an edi-
torial, titled Bawdy Politic which 
described the Body Politic ar-
ticle as «encouraging homo-
sexuals to seduce clilldren." 
The article concluded with 
"maybe indeed Toronto needs 
an Anita Bryant to put priorities 
right and to rout the moral 
plague." 
Ed Jackson, a member of the 
collective, says that Hoy "really 
was responsible for the hys-
teria" that lead to the obscenity 
charges being laid. 
Perhaps one of the article's 
authors response to criticism of 
the piece explains best why we 
decided to run the story. 
The criticism was raised to 
Gerald Hannon - another mem-
ber of the collective - that the 
article looks only at positive, 
non-coercive relationships be-
tween men and boys. Hannon 
says that to examine coercive 
relationships would be "like 
discussing heterosexual rela-
tionships and discussing rape. 
I don't want to look at those 
ones - they are appalling to me. 
I want to look at the ones that 
have not been discussed.'' 
The ones that haven'f been 
discussed, · perhaps printing a 
person's view on his lifestyle, 
will· help others to understand 
the feelings of someone differ-
ent from themselves. 
The Other Press is by no 
means advocating sex with 
children, whether it be between 
men and boys, men and girls, 
women and boys, or women and 
girls. We are only presenting an 
article written with the hope of 
enlightening people who have 
no understanding of pedophilies 
and would have no way of 
understanding if they did not 
read the story. 
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(Parents ·want files opened I 
by Yoshika Sakurai 
With such recent events as 
the beginnings of public access 
to federal government files 
(with the exemption of 'security 
and intelligence information 
files'), it seems inevitable that 
the public will soon gain access 
to files of other various sources. 
A North Vancouver group, 
"Parents Interested in Edu-
cation," is fighting for the right 
for parents to have access to all 
information schools have con-
cerning their children. 
Recendy, the group distri~ 
buted to 75 B.C. school districts 
a draft called the Parent's Bill of 
Rights. The draft said parents 
are entitled to access to all 
information that schools have 
about their children; prior 
knowledge of programs which 
their children are to be involved 
in; the right to decline child-
ren's participation in certain 
school programs, easy access to 
teachers and other workers 
involved with their children; 
and the right to appeal unfair or 
unsatisfactory decisions con-
cerning their children. 
Although the pendulum is 
gradually swinging back to the 
reminiscent era of the 'basic 
fundamentals of education', 
and the experimentation and 
multi-optional educational sys-
tem is deprived due to lack of 
funds, we must protect the 
privacy of our children and 
teachers. 
Upder the current education 
policy, records containing in-
formation on students' aca-
demic achievements, teachers' 
and principals' remarks and the 
results of psychological tests 
are the property of school 
boards and are only available to 
parents by court order. 
Despite this regulation, the 
Burnaby School Board decided 
to grant parents and students 
access to the student's record. 
The records will be prepared in 
such a way that areas such as 
standardized test and achieve-
ment data and results from 
diagnostic tests will be available 
upon request through the prin-
cipal, who shall ensure that 
such information be provided in 
conference with professional 
staff qualified to interpret the 
information. 
There is a defmate need for 
both parents and students to 
have access to their student 
files, but we must take much 
care in the handling and selec-
tion of information within. 
There are many incidents 
where the medical staff some-
times consults students on per-
sonal problems which, in some 
cases, students do not want 
their parents to know. 
Parental access to such infor-
mation should prove harmful to 
the student. 
Mter all, without the right for 
confidentially in the schools, the 
students have few places left to 
seek out professional counsel-
ling. 
We must place a great deal of 
value and caution upon access 
of student files and use them in 
a constructive manner that will 
provide more understanding 
and transfer of knowledge be-
tween students, teachers and 
parents. 
We must consider this as 
another alternative to improve 
the educational system and not 
simply avoid the issue as ed-
ucation minister Pat McGeer 
has by saying the whole idea 
is "asinine". 
TOP ·accused of slander 
Dear T.U.P., 
I am appalled with your 
March 7 article on the RCMP. 
Many of the statements you 
have made are slanderous and 
unjust. Your changing of the 
RCMP recruiting advertising 
not only makes a mockery of the 
RCMP but of Canadian citizens 
as a whole. 
The RCMP is strickly the 
government's force for enfor-
cing the law set by the govern-
ment and the people of Canada, 
throughout Canada. You must 
realize that it is not the officers 
patrolling the streets that have 
taken the actions mentioned in 
your article, which is, I might 
add) what you have implied, but 
a select few that work in what I 
call the 'Special Services' area. 
These people must become 
deeply involved within the dif-
ferent sectors of crime. They 
must 'Play the Game' in order 
to be effective. I feel that if they 
must take a few extra steps in 
order to solve a crime then by 
all means they should do so. 
If the RCMP did not work as 
they do, then many of the major 
criminal offenders would run 
rampant throughout Canada 
making crime and its effects 
totally uncontrollable. 
In closing I would like to say 
that the RCMP are in a position 
where they must take a certain 
amount of ridicule. However, 
damaging the reputation of the 
RCMP through the use of libel 
is uncalled for and is in effect 
destroying, in some ways, the 
effectiveness of the RCMP. 
Yotll's truly, 
Doug Coates 
Students! March for jobs. 
An open letter to the students 
from Doug Coates, vice-presi-
dent extemal. 
The British Columbia Stu-
dents Federation (BCSF) con-
ference in Prince George this 
past weekend sparked the kick 
off of this years Employment 
campaign. The campaign will 
consist of a series of events, 
culminating in a rally in Victoria 
March 30, 1978. BCSF will be 
working along with the British 
Columbia Federation of Labour 
(BCSF) and other groups that 
are part of the Citizen's Lobby 
for Jobs. 
March 30 marks the opening 
of the provincial legislature. 
Consequendy these groups will 
be rallying on the legislative 
grounds to show that the citiz-
ens of B.C. are concerned about 
the current employment situa-
tion. There will be people from 
all over B.C. gathered together 
to voice their opinion on this 
problem to the various MLA'$ 
and to Lieutenent-governor 
Walter Owen, as they enter the 
parliament buildings. There will 
be a number of people lobbying 
with the different members of 
the assembly on the matters of 
· ob creation, summer employ-
ment for students and employ-
ment for graduates in B.C. 
I am behind this rally 100 
percent. As stated in a previous 
issue of The Other Press the 
government has already cut , 
back on 350 jobs at UBC this 
summer. There are going to be 
many students unemployed this 
summer if something isn't done 
now to combat the cutbacks in 
moneys allocated towards the 
creation of jobs. 
This is not the only step BCSF 
is taking, as it is not the sole 
responsibility of the govern-
ment to provide jobs. As well 
they (BCSF et al) will be 
lobbying the people in "Big 
Business" to take steps towards 
the creating of and maintaining 
jobs within them. The rally on 
March 30 is only one of many 
efforts striving against student 
unemployment and should be 
recognized as such. 
The majority of the student 
council members at Douglas 
were opposed to supporting this 
rally because of its possible 
affiliation with various groups 
(due to what I believe are their 
(student council members) pol-
itical beliefs). Consequendy, 
unless a motion comes up to 
change the current position we 
are in, the Douglas College 
Student Society will not be in 
support of BCSF on this issue, 
which leads one to believe 
that these individuals, which 
make up the majority, are 
opposed to the government's 
creation of jobs. Let's hope this 
is not true. 
If you are concerned about 
getting a job this summer 
express your concern to the 
student council. Make them 
truly representative of your 
feelings. If you feel and realize 
this is only one of the first steps 
BCSF is taking towards fighting 
against unemployment, but that 
it is a very important step, then 
let your representative on coun-
cil know. 
The BCSF slogan for this 
campaign is: 
Our hands are tied, 
Our futures denied 
We want jobs! 
This implies and explains the 
situation students are put in 
today with the employment 
situation being the way it is. 
Think about it, do you want to 
be unemployed this summer 
because of cutbacks on job 
creation programs?! One way 
you can help is to support the 
BCSF in their March 30 rally. 
Do you think that lxmwsexuals are oppressed? Do you think they 
should have more _rights? Do you think they should be 
discriminated against in employment, for example, should they be 
able to teach school? 
Christine Markowski 
They are discrirninatee a-
gainst but they shouldn't be. 
It's up to the individual about 
their sexual preference. Sexual 
preferences should have no-
thing to do with the way 
somebody teaches. They should 
have more rights. 
Bi/J Wishinski 
Yes, I feel that homosexuals 
are oppressed, but it is a 
his!orical fact tliat minorities 
in general have always been 
. oppressed by those who are in 
power to control others. Who 
has the right to decide what is 
morally acceptable? The ques-
tion is not whether they should 
be allowed to teach in the school 
system, but they as well as 
anyone must not push their 
values or beliefs on other peo-
ple. 
LesBrett 
They are oppressed. If they had 
more rights, they would be 
helped more and there would be 
less of them. They shouldn't be 
discriminated against at jobs if 
they don't pus-h their views. 
They have just as many rights 
as anybody else. 
jeannette van EIJik 
I think homosexuals are op-
pressed. They have the right to 
take any occupation, whether 
it's teaching or otherwise, as 
long as they don't impose their 
ideas on others. How can we 
know who's corrupting our 
children in the teaching pro-
fession? There are alot of 
different types of people in the 
teaching professions, so how 
can we restrict homosexual 
from teaching because the very 
odd one may be pushing their 
beliefs. 
Gordon H. lsfe/J 
Yes, they are oppressed, just 
like any other group or nation-
ality that is different and not 
clearly understood. Gays face 
great oppression. I mean, they 
are queer, right? Strange? Un-
natural? It's right there in the 
language. 
People are challenged by 
gays; they're moral upbringing 
is put out of kilter. Right? 
You're cute . 
Glen MitcheO 
No, I don't think they're 
oppressed. People create their 
own oppressions. If they don't 
want any pressure they don't 
have to have it. They're press-
ing something on other people. 
They could be a litde more 
discreet. I don't think they 
should be discriminated against 
as long as they're minding their 
own business and not teaching 
their beliefs. 
Mr. Keith Baldrey 
They are oppressed of course. 
How can you say different? 
They're a minority, and because 
of this they will continue to be 
oppressed, although of course it 
isn't fair. But I mean, I wouldn't 
want my son to marry one, you 
know? 
Still, because they represent 
such a large segment of our 
population - a segment that is 
supposedly getting larger as out 
society becomes freer - efforts 
should be made to understand 
them. As long as they don't 
push it on me, I say let 'ern live. 
For a while at least; 
Due to some unfocussed photographs, several of us at The Other 
Press were forced at gunpoint to submit Otll' oum views. Mcry Anita 
have mercy on Otll' souls. 
... 
' _J_:fJa.~I!Je~B _.:=lTH:::::H~==:=O=:T=:HE::=~ ==PR:::::=ES=:::S::_ J. -------~~ 0 VE R ST 0 R March 14, 1978 
BC PENITENTIARY:· 
WILL WE EVER SEE THE END? 
March 14, 1978 
by Keith Baldrey 
and Bill Cartier 
A ~o·~!!t red prisoners riot at the British Col-
umbia Peni-
tentiary and take one guard 
hostage. He is released the next 
morning after police and guards 
storm the cellblock with tear gas 
bombs. 
December, 1970: Three in-
mates hold a guard at knife-
point for 2 Y2 hours before their 
request for a transfer to a 
Quebec prison is granted. 
August 21, 1972: Two officers 
are held hostage for 10 hours by 
two inmates. 
October 1973: The inmates 
riot and destroy numerous cells 
and facilities. 
February 17, 1975: A physical 
education instructor is seized by 
an inmate armed with a knife. 
The hostage is released six 
hours later. 
March 11, 1975: An inmate 
armed with a knife grabs two 
hostages and holds them for two 
hours. 
June 9-11, 1975: Three in-
mates take 15 hostages and hold 
them for 41 hours. A special 
tactical police squad tries to 
rescue the hostages and in the 
ensuing battle a hostage is 
killed by a guard's bullet. 
April 26, 1976: Three guards 
are taken prisoner by four 
inmates and are held for 13 
hours. 
September 27 -October I, 
1976: Two hundred inmates riot 
and destroy the East Wing of 
the prison. Nine other inmates 
take hostages. 
January 28-31, 1978: Five 
inmates take 13 hostages in an 
abortive escape attempt. The 
hostages are released un-
harmed after some of the in-
mates' demands are met. 
The British Columbia Peni-
tentiary has had, for the last 
ftfteen years, the most notor-
ious record of violence among 
all Canadian penal institutions. 
Every year, there is a demand 
that the prison be moved or tom 
down. But each year nothing is 
ever done, save announcements 
from the federal government 
that the Pen would move within 
a couple of years. These an-
nouncements are soon forgot-
ten, or least until the next 
violence disturbance at the Pen. 
These disturbances, such as 
hostage takings, occur fre-
quently, more frequently than 
at any other prison in Canada. 
Almost every disturbance at-
tracts a flurry of publicity, and 
each time the public demands a 
solution to the Pen's problems. 
But like the cries for the Pen's 
removal, they go unheeded. 
The problems remain. 
These problems are many in 
number, and have built up over 
the years the prison has been in 
existence. The first reported 
major incident occurred in 1934, 
but only since 1963 they have 
occurred in alarming frequency. 
The prison was built 100 
years ago and originally com-
prised of a few brick and 
wooden buildings surrounded 
by a wooden fence. From time 
to time a four-tiered cell block 
was added and concrete walls· 
were built. It's perimeter now 
consists of concrete walls aver-
aging 30 feet in height, in a 
rectangular shape. At each 
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corner of the walls, an armed 
guard is stationed. 
The Pen sits on a grassy 
hilltop, overlooking the Fraser 
River. It resembles a turreted 
grey bastille jutting out of the 
ground, and it's gloomy walls 
impose a cloud of darkness over 
the complex. Inside the Pen are 
narrow corriders, steep iron 
staircases, silent workshops and 
endless bars. 
The situation inside the Pen 
is even more gloomy. It is one of 
hopelessness, confusion, fear 
and waste. Not only are the 
inmates part of it, but the 
administration, guards, and 
staff contribute to it also, and it 
affects them just as much. 
This situation has existed for 
the last 15 years, and has been 
allowed to stagnate, growing 
worse all the time. The prob-
lems grow larger and more 
numerous all the time, and the 
solutions become harder to find. 
What exactly are the prob-
lems and who are to blame for 
them? 
There are numerous answers 
to the first question, but it is 
safe to say that everyone invol-
ved in the whole situation can 
be blamed for the mess, and 
that includes inmates, guards, 
administration, government 
and the public. 
Perhaps the most controver-
sial and damaging problem is 
the question of solitary confine-
ment. The solitary confinement 
section of the BC Pen is called 
the Special Corrections Unit 
(SCU) and is known as the 
"penthouse". In the pent-
house, the inmate suffers a 
cruel punishment, one that 
presents physical and psychol-
ogical damages to his life. He is 
put into a small cell that has a 
tiny window. Kept in the cell 23 
and a half hours a day, the 
inmate is given bread and water 
to subsist on, and a mattress is 
put in the cell every night, and 
taken out the next morning. The 
inmate is isolated from every-
thing and everyone. There is no 
contact with the outside world. 
Experts have called the SCU 
"one of the worst in North 
America, comparable only to 
the San Quentin adjustment 
centre." 
Andy Bruce, Canada's most 
notorious criminal, has been 
involved in three hostage tak-
ings at the BC Pen, and he has 
claimed that the fear of being 
put into SCU made him take 
hostages. 
"I would rather be dead than 
go in there (SCU)," he said. 
"The segregation unit ,will 
teach you everything there is to 
know about dying - I want to 
live, but not like that. They're 
(the inmates in SCU) not dead 
physically, but you can see it in 
their eyes." 
At their trial_over the June, 
1975 hostage incident in which 
Mary Steinhauser, a -classifi-
cation officer was killed, Bruce, 
Dwight Lucas, and Claire Wil-
son used as their defence the 
argument that they were justi-
fied in taking hostages because 
it was an act of self-defence. 
They heard rumours, shortly 
after their release into the 
general pop~lation of the pri-
son, that they were to be sent 
back into SCU, and so they 
feared for their lives. 
"The Canadian Penitentiary 
Service is determined to kill us. 
We're dead inside, so we either 
go out in a helicopter or on a 
slab," Bruce said at the trial. 
"Going back into solitary was 
a 100 percent chance of winding 
up dead," Wilson told the 
court, while "taking hostages 
was a 95 percent chance of 
dying and a five percent chance 
of getting out." 
The jury at the trial took two 
days to decide on a verdict that 
was considered a foregone con-
clusion. The jurors even re-
entered the courtroom to ask 
Justice Martin Toy for further 
legal instruction on the inmates' 
defense of necessity. This in-
hostage incidents will happen at 
the BC Pen if solitary confine-
ment continues? The inmates, 
such as Bruce and Lucas, will do 
anything to get out, and they've 
warned the prison and the 
public of their reasons and have 
implied that hostage takings 
will continue if things aren't 
changed. As a man once said, 
"When you ain't got nothing, 
you got nothing to lose." 
Another major problem at the 
Pen is the lack of discipline on 
the part of both the inmates and 
the guards. Two days before the 
"The Pen has had the 
most notorious record 
of violence among all 
Canadian prisons.'' 
"The segregation unit 
will teach you 
everything there is 
to know about dying." 
dicates that the jurors consid-
ered the prisoners' explanation 
for their actions credible. 
The Supreme Court of Can-
ada in December, 1975 ruled 
that solitary confinement was 
"cruel and unusual puni_sh-
ment" in contravention to the 
Canadian Bill of Rights. Yet 
solitary confinement is still 
practiced today and will con-
tinue to be practiced, keeping 
dangerous criminals locked up 
away from everybody and 
everything else. But does it 
really help? How many more 
Sept. 1976 riot, inmates smash-
ed sinks and beds, yet nothing 
was reported and nothing was 
done about it. If the guards had 
taken appropriate action earlier, 
the costly riot might have been 
prevented. . 
On Christmas Eve 1976, a 
guard gave an inmate two razor 
blades and told him to have "a 
Merry Christmas and a slashing 
New Year.'~ Nine inmates were 
taken to hospital suffering ser-
ious wounds. 
One reason for the lack of 
discipline is the high turnover 
rate ohhe guards. Jim Murphy, 
regional director of the Pacific 
Region of the Canadian Pen-
itentiary Service, estimates that 
there is an annual turnover rate 
of 85 percent. 
With so many guards coming 
and going, it is hard for the 
inmates and officers to get to 
know each other, or develop any 
sort of relationship or level of 
trust between them. This cre-
ates an uneasy tension inside 
the prison. Many new guards 
are unfamiliar with the situation 
at the BC Pen and are unable to 
cope with it. 
A high turnover rate among 
the guards means that the 
guards have to work a lot of 
overtime, and this is very 
costly. In 1974-75, with a prison 
budget of $5.2 million, the staff 
worked 27,540 overtime hours 
at a cost of $365,000. One year 
later, the budget was $6.4 
million and the staff worked 
30,550 overtime hours at a cost 
of $488,000. This overtime situ-
ation, according to former direc-
tor Herb Rennette, "caused a 
decline in discipline and an 
erosion of security" inside the 
prison . 
There is also a large transfer 
rate among the inmates. During 
former Pen director Dragon 
Cernetic's 33 months as head of 
the institution there were 1707 
prisoners transferred to other 
facilities. With so many prison-
ers coming and going a good 
communications system be-
tween the inmates from other 
prisons was developed. "The 
turnstile flow of inmates and 
guards is a primary cause of 
problems at the prison," said 
Cernetic. 
Besides the enormous staff 
turnover, the guards are poorly 
trained. Currently, they under-
go a nine week classroom 
course. They are then thrust 
into a high-pressure situation, 
one that calls for a great deal of 
knowledge and understanding 
of human behavior, something 
most new guards are incapable 
of when they start work at the 
Pen. The guards' jobs are 
extremely difficult, and that is 
why they should have a much 
more comprehensive training 
program. 
There have been numerous 
complaints filed by the inmates 
against the guards and staff. 
According to the Correctional 
Investigator, or Ombudsperson, 
of the federal government -
Inger Hansen - appeals through 
her office were ineffectual. Be-
tween 1973 and 1976 she had 
received 113 complaints and 
obtained only three rectifica-
tions. 
Grievances are supposed to 
be addressed within 10 days, 
yet, according to Cemetic, 90 
percent of the cases go beyond 
that time pe~od. 
Many of the inmates' griev-
ances stem from what they 
claim is poor medical treatment. 
Bruce, in the June 1975 incident 
was shot in, among other places 
the jaw, and was refused for two 
weeks surgery to correct his 
jaw. The Inmate Committee, 
formed in 1976, alleged last 
year that Claire Wilson had 
V.D. and that the adminis-
tration refused to acknowledge 
his complaint, because it would 
mean that he picked up the 
disease from an officer. 
continued on page 10 
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PRISONERS WANT FULL RIGHTS 
by jeannette van EIJik 
A bolishment of the present prison sys-tem is one of the long-
term priori-
ties of the Prisoner's Rights 
Group, (PRG) according to Sue 
LateU, an active member of the 
group. 
In a recent interview with The 
Other Press, LateU said PRG 
has joined a National Morator-
ium Committee, recently form-
ed in Eastern Canada, and will 
place emphasis on their goal to 
end construction of more pri-
sons. 
LateU said that the federal 
government has set aside $460 
million to build 24 more penal 
institutions in Canada, and that 
at present there are 1867 empty 
federal prison cells. 
"A prison, Kent, has already 
gone up but we don't feel it's 
too late to tum it into a 
community centre or something 
like thaf. Another prison is 
supposed to go up in Kamloops 
but we are hoping that will be 
struck", LateU said. 
The moratorium sub-commit-
tee's report stated that, "The 
federal system is in a crisis and 
until the changes are made 
within this system, everything 
we've seen proves that it does 
not work." 
"We do have the space. The 
money they plan to use on 
setting up more penal institu-
tions could be used on other 
programs such as decarceration 
programs," Latell said. 
Although at this moment the 
moratorium committee is in the 
early stages, iateU said that 
they have had a lot of people 
say that they will support it. 
LateU said that the prisoners 
go from maximum security, 
where they have no responsi-
bilities, right onto the streets, 
which makes it difficult for them 
to adjust. The PRG, she said, 
would like to see them moved 
into the community where they 
can pick up on daily responsi-
bilities, as well as receiving 
treatment. 
"They (the prisoners) have 
no say in their daily lives. 
Everything they do is dictated 
to them. They don't know how 
to function responsibly, al-
though there are some who can. 
Many are in there from a 
relatively and 
of prison and then took hos-
tages. They got out of jail and 
went berserk. They're coming 
out cold and if they continue to 
come out like that we're all 
potential victims. I think it's in 
all of our interests to start 
becoming concerned about 
changing the system," said 
La tell. 
She suggested that commun-
ity houses be set up with a 
restrained type of setting; one 
where they can't just walk out of 
the door but be supervised at all 
times and be given treatment. 
"Most importantly," Latell 
said "is that prisoners are 
treated in a humane way, both 
mentally and physically, rather 
than being locked up in cages 
like an animal. 
"It's a matter of treating a 
person for however long it takes 
so they can return to the 
community without problems," 
she added. 
Sweden is calling for the 
abolition of prisons by 1980, 
Latell said. They have a lot of 
people doing community work. 
"They are dealing with the 
problem in a social way, and the 
crime rate is going down. H they 
are able to abolish prisons, 
obviously they are not having a 
problem in finding ways of 
dealing with conflict between 
people. In Scandinavia the long-
est term a person can get is five 
years. In Britain the longest 
term is eight years, while in 
Canada you are looking at 40 
years," she said. 
The PRG also committs itself 
to educating people on the 
conditions of prisons. One way 
they do this is through a half 
hour television show every Sat-
urday night. 
"Until the public is ready to 
accept the integration of prison-
ers into the community, the 
abolishment of prisons and the 
establishment of half-way hou-
. ses won't happen. People are 
becoming more and more aware 
of all of the failures in the 
systems in our government 
today," LateU said. 
She added, "H directors, 
parole officers and maybe a 
prisoner went out to the com-
munity to get to know each 
other, people may accept it 
easier. The problem of where 
does the public get it's infor-
mation from and what attempts 
are being made to help people 
understand it (incarceration) is 
the best · for them and the 
people U• IVIIIV<"'lU. 
don't even get these things. 
they don't have time. I thing it's 
just another means of manipu-
lating public opinion towards 
prisoners and their conditions." 
In the British Columbia Pen-
itentiary, the general popula-
tion has recreation and it's the 
only time they get to see each 
other. The people in solitary 
confmement don't get recrea-
tion; they may get half an hour 
in the hallway but they don't 
get any fresh air, she said. "H 
you get put up against the 
disciplinary board for some-
thing like not coming back to 
your cell in time you will get 10 
nights locked, which means 10 
nights without recreation, 
which is a pretty important 
thing. It's the only time they 
can get together and socialize. 
The only work that is done is 
cleaning cells, or other minimal 
jobs. They }).ave paint shops, a 
metal shop which, the last time 
I heard was closed down, a 
machine shop, and a construc-
tion shop." she said. 
A university program is offer-
ed at the BC Pen by the 
University of Victoria. It has 
very limited classes and they 
can't take all of the courses. 
They can take two years, which 
is creditable, and that's all. 
"The conditions at Oakalla 
are appalling. It is not fit for 
bears, let alone women," LateU 
said. "The women can't have 
books sent to them, they have 
no facilities and no drug pro-
grams." 
There are about 70 women at 
Oakalla, of which about 99 
percent are non-violent. Most of 
them are in there of drug 
· related crimes, or prostitution. 
Without the drug programs, 
LateU said, when they get out of 
there they go right back to 
where they started from. 
. The Proudfoot Inquiry, start-
ed last month, is looking into 
the conditions of women's jails . 
The PRG submitted to them a 
brief asking that they close 
down Oakalla and set up about 
six houses in Vancouver where 
the women could be running 
their lives in a co-operative 
manner working or going to 
school under supervision, Latell 
said. 
There have been complaints 
at Oakalla about male guards in 
the women's living, quarters. 
Latell feels that they should not 
be in there, but instead in some 
other area outside the living 
area. "They (male guards) 
could be on the outside and if 
something happens that they 
.feel a woman can't handle and 
they feel they need that mascu-
line or macho strength they can 
""-' .:;,;,-.......,_ charging in." 
discuss programs. At the last 
meeting, Latell said, the prison-
ers asked for the chance to hold 
a public showing to be planned 
and all the work to be done by 
them, with all proceeds going to 
charity, and their idea was 
rejected. "They're really trying 
to improve things and they can't 
get very far having to go 
through all these structures." 
Soon to be in operation at 
Oakalla is the Oakalla motel. It 
would be for sentenced prison-
ers who are married or who 
have common-law spouses or 
family and it would allow them 
to spend up to 48 hours in a 
motel unit. LateU feels it is a 
good idea but it is just another 
way the public is being manipu-
lated. "It's limited to sentenced 
people and 45 percent of the 
people at Oakalla are on remand 
and still awaiting trial. Even 
though they are innocent until 
proven guilty, they're not allow-
ed to participat~ in any pro-
grams, the conjugal visits being 
one of them. And I don't see 
any rationale behind it for being 
restricted to males," she said. 
Prince George has a co-ed jail 
in operation and there is talk of 
one being set up on Vancouver 
Island. Latell feels that it is just 
a game. "The men and women 
can't have any contact. It's not 
like they can sit down and watch 
TV; they're completely separ-
ated. Maybe they can see each 
other through th~ bars and 
think that there is a man (or 
woman) sitting about ten feet 
away and I can't get to him. 
Sure I think it " ould cause a lot 
of frustration. I'm not opposed 
to it, I just don't think it makes a 
hell of a lot of difference, 
whether they're up the hill like 
Oakalla or locked in the same 
building, they are still separ-
ated. We all know the problems 
that exist when sexes are separ-
ated for a long period of time; it 
just isn't natural," she said. 
''The root of the whole prob-
lem of the prison system is that 
there is one law for the rich and 
one law for the poor. H you were 
to investigate the people in the 
prisons right now you 'U find 
they are from the lower income 
families. Millionaires get cau-
ght embezzling, get a psychi-
atrist, undergoes therapy, the 
doctor says he is okay and he 
doesn't go to prison. Whereas 
someone going up for restitu-
tion will be sent to jail," LateU 
stated. 
"We always see people pollu-
ting the environment, which is a 
social crime and which we feel 
is a much bigger crime and they 
are not going to prison. And it is 
a recognized phenomena that 
prisoners come out brutalized, 
they are filled with hatred, have 
usually lost all contact with 
family or friends, have no 
money, no jobs, so they can't 
set themselves up. They just 
come out cold ancl it's always 
the same people coming back 
again," she said. 
For more information on 
OAKALLA see page 13. 
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At the centre of the sources of 
conflict at the Pen lies a power 
struggle between the guards 
and the administration. The 
guards, through their union, the 
Public Service Alliance of Can- . 
ada (PSAC), have been trying to 
attain more and more power in 
the prison, at the expense of the 
inmat~' rights and the author-
ity and efficiency of the admin-
istration. A clear example of 
this power play is the Sept. 1976 
riot. The PSAC has been direct-
ly blamed for the riot by the 
House of Commons 1977 Sub-
. Committee on the Canadian 
Penitentiary System. 
"Although a violent and well-
led prison population carried 
out the riot, it was the manage-
ment and staff that sowed the 
seeds of trouble," the sub-
committed said. 
The guards demanded that 
the inmates' recreation time be 
cut. The administration strongly 
resisted this pressure, since the 
BC Pen already had less recre-
ation time than any other max- · 
imum security institutions in 
the country. The PSAC then 
imposed an "overtime ban" 
which lasted 12 days until Sept. 
20. Director Cernetic left be-
cause of health problems. His 
departure, which led the in-
mates to fear the withdrawal of 
his policies, "was one of the 
precipitating causes of the riot" 
according to the sub-commit-
tee's report. 
"We cannot avoid the conclu-
sion that the PSAC local was not 
merely trying to protect the 
health of its members by limit-
ing their hours of work, but was 
also engaged in a power play to 
control the conditions of life in 
the prison," said the sub-
committee. 
The BC Pen is top heavy with 
security measures. Although, of 
course, strict security measures 
are necessary in a maximum 
security prison, the security 
section has gone beyond its 
normal function. 
In a report by the Inmate 
Committee written in October, 
1976, they heavily criticized the 
security section of the prison. 
"Security has taken over every 
facet of operating the prisons. 
The directors do not run them 
anymore. Security does. H you 
want a bar of soap to take a 
shower, you have to call Secur-
ity," the report stated. 
The inmates have called Sec-
urity "the biggest evil in the 
prison system" and have at-
tacked it as being "politically 
expedient to intentionally create 
turmoil behind the wall." 
The Inmates Committee 
claims that Security has refused 
to discuss with them the prob-
lems in the institution. It is 
perhaps for that reason - the 
hopelessness of their position, 
and being denied the opportun-
ity to solve some of the prob-
lems - the prisoners have been 
so violent. 
Of course, the inmates them-
selves are not exactly m~el 
prisoners. As Cernetic once 
said, "These guys are not 
kindergarden material." But 
actually, 75 percent of the 
inmates are serving time for 
drug-related offences, and are 
not especially prone to violence. 
The sub-committee estimated 
that there are 50 to 60 violent 
inmates, the ones that start the 
trouble and who lead the rest of 
the prison population. The 
question of whether these hard-
core inmates should be segre-
Dl 
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gated will always remain in the 
air. Cernetic advocates separat-
ing them from everyone else, so 
they cannot use their influence 
on others. 
However, steps must be tak-
en to ensure that these segre-
gated prisoners are not locked 
up in solitary confmement and 
forgotten about, because al-
though the prison may forget 
about them, they themselves do 
not and they will come back to 
fight the system, no matter how 
much violence it takes. 
Who runs the BC Pen? 
No one really knows. Some 
say _the guards do, others say 
the mmates do, and still others 
claim that the regional offices 
do. 
Simma Holt, an MP who 
served on the sub-committee 
said during one of the su~ 
committee's hearings that 
"W h · ' e ave gamed an impression 
that no one knows who is 
running the system." 
One thing is clear ,however: 
the Pen suffers from a bloated 
bureaucracy that more than 
perhaps anything else prevents 
the urgent problems from being 
solved. The~e are too many 
JX:OPle runnmg the organiz-
ation, and none of them are 
exactly sure what they are 
supposed to be doing. 
Stu Leggatt, the NDP MP in 
whose riding the Pen sits and 
who was a member of the 
sub-committee, says that "We 
must change the administrative 
approach and ensure that the 
warden (director) runs the pri-
s~m. He must be on sight at all 
Urnes and he must be the law." 
As it is now, the director or 
his staff have very little to do 
with running of the prison. They 
do~'t see the constant psychol-
ogical war between inmates and 
the guards. When the adminis-
tration leaves at 5:30 pm, the 
guards assume control of the 
prison, and more times than 
not, they abuse that power. 
To be fair to the guards 
though, t,hey take an extreme 
amount abuse from the 
inmates, re than should be 
expected. That problem must 
be solved, o t as of yet there is 
no hope that it will be until 
other drastic changes are made 
concerning security, discipline 
from it. 
It i§ generally ~ by 
everyone that the ~ muSt be 
moved, and moved qliiddy. The 
government has beeo saying 
that also, but nothing "hQ ever 
been done. 
On January 10, 195' the 
federal department of ftfstice 
was quoted as being "defmite-
ly interested" in the removal of 
~e BC Penirentiary from the 
c1ty of New Westminster. The _ 
mayor, Beth Wood, said that 
the location r4 the penitelatiary 
'!8!~ to our citizens." In 
~ from 19S9 until the 
riot 1n 1963 most of the pn!lllure 
to move the maximum security 
prison came from New West· 
minster city council. The CDUDCil 
did not question the e&ctive-
ness of the prison, nor did they 
complain about the incidence of 
violence • · it's walls; in-
stead that the 
la.nd · s, and 
• Tom 
up by the Penitentiary. We 
hope to use the penitentiary 
lands for residential and park 
use." 
Although they have never 
denied their ultimate motive for 
having the prison moved after 
the riot in 1963 New We~tmin­
ster City Council took a reform-
i~t's point of view when advoca-
ting removal of the institution. 
closure. So, in August of 1972 
he said that 1975 was the 
definite "target date" for the 
abandoning of the BC Pen in 
New Westminster. 
Not only did Goyer give a 
definite date for the closure he 
also gave a starting date ' f~r 
construction of the new facility. 
Th~ new maximum security 
urut, to be located "close to a 
'In Jan. 1959 the federal 
·department of justic~ 
was definitely interested 
• ~tn mo·ving the pen 
out of New Westminster.' 
The council, along with several 
other political organizations, 
alleged that the prison was 
outdated, overcrowded and in-
eff~tive. In their eyes, the 
log1cal solution would be to 
build three smaller prisons ~oldi;'lg 200 inmates each, in th~ 
mtenor or the Lower Fraser 
Valley. 
The public o~tcry generated 
as a result of the 1963 riot 
?.rou~~t .~th it a change in 
off1c1~ government policy 
regardmg the troubled institu-
tion. 1963 saw the start of the 
"Pen to Close Within Two 
Years" reaction from the solicit-
or-general's office after each 
?ew inci_dent at the penitent-
Iary. V anous public officials and 
politicians came to the press or 
city council 
a new prison 
to replace the 
ter facility. 
months later 
ao ~IICticm had been 
Com-
~ge urban area in B.C.", was 
m the planning stage and 
"contruction should start within 
a year", said Goyer. At the 
same news conference he also 
referred to the old penitentiary 
as a "castle" and expressed a 
hope that "within three year-s 
we will have a new ce~tre .. .I 
hope we tear it (the BC Pen) 
down as soon as possible.'' 
The proposed prison, to be 
built in the Interior was to 
. ' rece1ve a large part of the prison 
population that would be dis-
placed by the demolition of the 
facilities in New Westminster. 
As early as 1969 New West-
minster Mayor Muni Evers 
expressed confidence that this 
new would precipitate 
the of old institu-
the 
a 
the s e. 
May of 1971 the 
·-IN' the new prison and the 
.. lieikl of the BC Penitentiary 
seemed to be pr i 
smoothly. Then on 12 a: a 
conference in V ancoU'fer, Go,w 
revealed that the ~Jor the 
new prison were gobil to be 
drastically altered. The $18 
1nitlion federal prison centre 
would be replaced with "a 
system emphasizing rehabili-
tation", said Goyer. 
The new plans for a smaller 
mediut_D security prison were: 
accordmg to Goyer, in line with 
a new policy of smaller prisons, 
closer to and even inside of 
major cities. Muni Evers 
abriously disgusted with th~ 
rapid tum-about said, "If they 
don't know by now what they 
want, then they are ten years 
behind the times. They should 
~ by now what they want. 
It s been studied ... the BC Pen 
is 100 years old. It's medieval. 
If~ is done about it there 
is going to be another donny· 
~)rook just like they baa 
~ Eas~ ' (at Kingston Pen-
ttea~.) 
This latest stall tactic used by 
~-~t prompted more 
cntiCJSm from New Westmin-
ster city council, but was gener-
ally ignored by the press. The 
government's claims of budget 
cut-backs, although contradict-
ed by Muni Evers' earlier 
proposals, were accepted as a 
necessary evil by most people 
concerned. Obviously confident 
again, Goyer returned to his 
pre-1969 style and released 
some vague statements promis-
ing that the government would 
"give priority to the removal 
plans" and that "other sites 
were being considered." 
The ?npression of "priority" 
was he1ghtened by the appoint-
ment of the Mohr Commission 
in 1971. Headed by Toronto 
sociology professor J.W. Mohr, 
the committee described B.C. 
as having "an acute need for 
new maximum security facili-
ties." It recommended that the 
institution in New Westminster 
holding more than 500 me~ 
((1972 figures), should be de-
molished. It suggested that 144 
men be moved to the new 
facilities in Mission, and the 
others could be moved to other 
existing penitentiaries. At the 
same time, however, it recom-
mended that priority be given to 
the construction of two new 
prisons in Alberta and Mani-
toba. · 
The report, released in 
·1972, seemed to effectively halt 
further pressure for the closure 
?f the BC Pen. The little public 
mterest garnered by the press 
was directed mainly towards 
ensuring_ that the smaller pro-
posed pnson for Mission did go 
ahead as planned. By the time 
the plans for the federal max-
imum security prison in Mission 
had been scrapped, the federal 
government had already spent 
over Sl million on plans, pur-
chase of land and services. In an 
obviously reluctant compro-
mise, the government agreed to 
the construction of the smaller 
medium security prison, but not 
to the removal of the BC 
Penitentiary. 
The riot which occurred in 
October 1973 again focused 
public attention on conditions at 
the prison. The prisoners com-
plaints of poor recreational and 
educational facilities were 
deem~ justified by the press 
and pnsoners rights activists. 
The government, now repre-
sented by solicitor-general 
W~en Allmand, responded by 
saymg that there was a critical 
overcrowding problem in feder-
:;al jjinal ijpstitutiens in the 
-province, and new prisons 
woutd have to be built, not to 
repl~ the BC_ Pen, but to keep 
up wt~ the mcreased prison 
population. Allmand said that 
at the time, no-final decision o~ 
the prisons future had been 
made. 
1975 proved to be the most 
violent year in the Pen's long 
troubled existence. There wer~ 
three incidents involving host-
age-taking, including the one in 
June involving 15 hostages and 
resulting in the violent death of 
Mary Steinhauser. A commis-
sion of inquiry into the events at 
the prison · was appointed and 
was headed by Chief Justice 
John L. Farris. 
The question of whether the 
BC Penitentiary should be in 
use at aD seemed to fall outside 
the scope of Chief Justice 
Farris' inquiry. However, this 
did not prevent the media New 
Westminster city councii and 
_the prisoners' rights advocates 
from voicing their desire to see 
the prison phased out. The 
issue of moving the Pen was 
largelty supersceded by the 
more sensational coverage give 
to Andy Bruce, Dwight Lucas 
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and Uaire Wilson, and by the 
actual circumstances surround-
ing Mary Steinhausers' death. 
On August 13, 1976 then 
solicitor-general Warren All-
mand stated that the BC Pen in 
New Westminster would be-
com~ one of th~ new super-
maxtmum securtty penal in-
stitutions. "Our long term pol-
Icy IS m nave a penitentiary in 
~ch region for very dangerous 
mmates, and it's likely that 
institution will be at the BC 
Penitentiary.'' 
New Westminster Alderman 
Doug Stout was quoted as 
saying that this tum of events 
was "completely contrary to 
what we have been led to 
believe by Ottawa." Stout also 
said that when he and former 
mayor Stu Gifford went to the 
capital in 1964 they were promi-
sed that the prison would 
definitely be removed from New 
Westminster. 
How this "new" policy cor-
responded with Allmands 1973 
statement that the government 
"Accepted in principle" the 
Mohr reports' recommenda-
tions to demolish the prison 
wasn't made very clear, so 
Mayor Evers announced that 
he was going to meet with All-
mand to discuss the matter at 
the end of August 1976. 
Unfortunately, by the time 
that such a confrontation could 
be arranged Allmand was out 
and Fox was the new solicitor-
general. Almost two months to 
the day after Allmand an-
nounced that the prison would 
become a super-maximum insti-
tution, Fox announced that it ws 
going to be gradually closed 
"during the next several 
years." Fox made the state-
ment while on a tour~ of the 
facilities following the Septem-
ber 1976 riot, during which 
a_bout half the inmate popula-
tion proceeded to tear down half 
of ~e BC Pe':l, with damage 
estimates rangmg from $1.5 to 
S2 million. 
The House of Commons sub-
committee had much to say 
about the problems within the 
BC Penitentiary. 
Again, the issue as to whe-
ther the prison should be closed 
seemed to be outside the scope 
of the inquiry. They dealt 
~dequately _with the problems 
inherant wtthin the Canadian 
penitentiary system, but they 
stopped short of any recom-
mendations on the future of the 
prison at New Westminster. 
Their report, released in June 
1977 '·failed to provide any easy 
solutiOns to the controversy 
over the penitentiary. 
Mter the report was released 
Francis Fox announced that the 
troubled institution would be 
phased out within "the next 
year". The prisoners were to 
be moved to the new Kent 
Institution in Agissiz, and the 
BC Pen would be replaced with 
a small regional reception 
~entre! which would be compat-
Ible wtth a residential-commer-
cial development. Mayor Evers 
looks upon the new plans with 
e~thusiasm, but undoubtably 
wtth reservations. One cannot 
blame him if he appears to be a 
bit cynical about the latest plans 
for the prison. The institution 
was to be "phased out within 
the next few years," in 1956 in 
1959, in 1964 and again in 19G8. 
Is the federal government's 
latest proposal for real this 
time, or is it just another 
chapter in the tragic history of 
the British Columbia Peniten-
tiary? 
jJage 12 
The following is an interview 
with Ted Harrison, regional 
director of corrections for the 
Vancouver area which includes 
the Oakalla district, conducted 
by The Other Press staff~ 
ber Gord lsfeld. 
The Other Press: In your add-
ress to the Royal Commission 
inquiry into conditions at pro-
vincial jails for women, you 
talked about the problems of 
such institutions as Oakalla. 
Could you comment on that 
now? 
Ted Harrison: It is my opinion, 
and I think this is supported by 
considerable experience and re-
search, that in large, closed, 
heavily secured institutions it is 
virtually impossible to develop 
an atmosphere of trust, openess 
and mutual aid, all of which are 
conditions that are necessary if 
you're going to help people 
improve themselves. Jay . For-
rester,a professor at MIT (Mon-
treal Institute of Technology) 
has been quoted as saying, 
'Man has an incredible capacity 
to design programs which do 
precisely the opposite of what 
was intended'. We put people 
in institutions with the inten-
tion that we will help the 
offender and protect the public 
and through that reduce or 
prevent crime. Now if you put a 
person through a large, closed 
institution, the likelihood - and 
I'm generalizing now because 
there are some people that will 
be helped- but the likelihood i~ 
that they won't be helped, that 
they'll come out more angry, 
frustrated, hostile and vengeful 
than when they went in. They'll 
come out Jess employable than 
when they went in. And they'll 
come out with some better 
understanding of how to avoid 
getting caught the next time 
they commit an offense. 
TOP: What is your reaction to 
people who suggest that the 
best resolution is to 'throw the 
key away'? 
Harrison: I understand a lot of 
people when they say that 
key away I would say keep 
ing from a level of frustration, a 
level of not knowing what else 
to do with offenders. For exam-
ple, I feel some frustration with 
some people that I would consi-
der to be hardcore, dangerous, 
v1olent, predatory offenders. 
For them I don't know if we 
have any other approach at the 
present time except to put them 
in a very secure institution and, 
while I wouldn't say throw the 
key away I ~ay, keep 
them there in reasonably hu-
mane conditions, but keep them 
there for a long period of time. 
And I say that just because I 
don't know what else to do with 
them, short of capital punish-
ment which I fmd personally 
abhoring. 
TOP: What should be done with 
the other offenders, the ones 
that are not dangerous and 
hardcore? 
Harrison: We have people in 
institutions who, it's true, are 
nuisances, Of who are offen-
ders, but they're not in the 
dangerous and violent category. 
From my point of view, to put 
those people in large enclosed 
institutions is probably a very 
serious mistake because it real-
ly does aggravate the problem. 
TOP: Are there too many dan-
gerous offenders to house in the 
present institutions? 
Harrison: The notion of too 
many is pretty difficult to deal 
with ... (but) I think, with respect 
to the provincial institutions is 
that we have enough ... at the 
present time. They are archaic, 
outdated and inadequate, but 
we have enough space. H we 
could deal with the problem of 
putting into those institutions 
only those people in the danger-
ous and violent category and 
found alternative ways of deal-
ing with those who are not 
serious offenders ... We're at-
tempting to identjfy some of 
those alternatives for those 
people. 
TOP: What are your sugges-
tions for alternatives to the 
present institutions for less 
serious offenders? 
Harrison: Those alternatives 
are much smaller institiutions 
than we have at the present 
time - very much smaller and 
based on a Irving unit concept as 
opposed to the long tiers with 
maybe 180 people iri a very 
small area ... H we could accom-
plish the replacement of the 
large, closed institution like 
Oakalla or the B.C. Pen, with 
small very secure institutions 
based on living unit concepts 
with well trained staff ... then I 
think we could go a long way 
toward increasing our product· 
ivity, if you will, increasing the 
protection of society and the 
helping of the offender because 
we would have better facilities, 
and adequate numbers of staff, 
and that we could provide some 
individual counselling, some 
reasonable activities and pro-
grams - maybe sports and 
recreation programs, education-
al programs and work-related 
programs -which we can't do in 
the large institutions mainly 
because we have a shortage of 
staff at the present time. 
TOP: How do you envision this 
'living unit' concept working? 
Harrison: I think the notion of a 
living unit for 12 to 15 inmates, 
and that living unit being fairly 
secure in itself and placed 
inside a building, which itself is 
very secure. That's the basic 
building block. H you could 
build one, two, three, four of 
those living units and place 
them all inside one building. 
We're using that notion in the 
development of the pre-trial 
services centre that will be 
constructed, hopefully, here in 
Vancouver sQmetime in the next 
couple of years. 
We could also say there are 
alternatives for the non-serious 
and non-violent offender. There 
are alternatives like forest 
camps, or minimum security 
institutions that are placed near 
transportation routes, industry; 
work opportunities for people. I 
think we have a need for small 
community-based correctional 
centres where very small num-
bers of inmates - 10 to 12 
inmates - can serve the latter 
part of their sentence and we 
can make an attempt to reinte-
grate them, or connect them 
again with society generally and 
give them some support in 
terms of fmding a job and a 
place to live until they get a few 
bucks in their pocket. 
TOP: One question that is 
raised by this type of thing, is 
whether there will be any jobs 
for the inmates once they get 
out, and should the government 
be involved in make-work pro-
grams for them to enter when 
they are released. 
Harrison: Well, frrst of all, the 
government is involved in try· 
ing to fmd employment for 
those who are unemployed - so 
we have the Manpower Centres 
across Canada. I think that's a 
very serious problem for society 
today and think the Manpower 
centres are one way of speakjng 
to the problem of unemploy-
ment. I think that if you're 
going to effectively deal with 
offenders - many of whom are 
unemployed - then you have to 
speak to the unemployment 
problem. H you don't speak to 
the unemployment problem 
then many of them, I would 
suggest, will come and find that 
even if they try to go straight 
that if they can't get a job and 
can't fmd a way to support 
themselves, then the proba-
bility of them returning to less 
acceptable ways of earning a 
living increases. 
I would not argue, on the 
other hand, that offenders 
should receive greater oppor-
tunities than the 'relatively 
free' private citizen. I wouldn't 
argue, for example, that there 
should be special programs 
developed for employment of 
offenders or ex-offenders on 
release from institutions and 
.. 
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that we get all the ex-offenders 
at work while the rest of society 
is suffering from unemploy-
ment. 
TOP: When an offender enters 
the corrections systeiJl, how is it 
decided which institution they 
will be sent to? 
Harrison: The classification of-
ficer has a very very difficult 
task, because we're really ask-
ing him to make a judgement on 
the degree of security that the 
person requires based on whe-
ther we think the person is 
dangerous, or the degree of 
'dangerousity' that occurs. You 
can probably imagine how dif-
ficult it is to predict one's 
propensity for dangerous or 
violent behavior. Both you and I 
sitting here have the capacity of 
doing great harm to one ano-
ther, or killing one another. So 
each of us has a capacity for 
great harm. How does someone 
judge whether your propensity 
Harrison: Well, I wouldn't say 
its lost, J::·<.~t I would say the 
longer a person spends in an 
institution the more difficulty he 
will have readapting to society. 
The longer he spends in an 
institution the more difficulty he 
has finding employment. The 
longer he spends in an insti-
tution the more angry and 
frustrated and hostile he's go-
ing to become. The longer he 
spends in an institution the less ' 
opportunity he has for hetero-
sexual activity - and that in 
itself is a source of tension and 
frustration. The longer he has in 
an institution the more changes 
that occur on the outside. For 
example, if he has a wife on the 
outside and he's in there for five 
years then, man, in five years a 
woman grows, changes, fmds 
new interests and probably new 
friends. 
TOP: Douglas College has been 
criticized for it's lack of involve-
TED HARRISON: 
'Man has an incredible 
capacity to design 
programs that do the 
opposite of what was 
intended' 
· for dangerous behavior is grea-
ter than mine, or mine / is 
greater than yours. How does a 
classification officer make the 
judgement about this person 
seeming to be highly dangerous 
and thus he needs to be kept in 
very secure facilities. He may 
have committed a very serious 
offense - it may be the only 
offense of any serious nature he 
has ever committed in his life or 
ever will again. 
TOP: Do you foresee a time 
when offenders no longer will 
be sent to Oakalla when await-
ing trail or sentencing? 
Harrison: I think the alternative 
we have is to develop a special 
reception, aSsessment and clas-
sification centre where, instead 
of sending people to Oakalla, 
we would send them to the 
reception centre where a classif-
ication officer would interview 
them and determine wh~re they 
should go. But that facility 
would have to be as secure as 
Oakalla because you would have 
to at least assume that they 
were all dangerous, because 
you can't assume that they are 
not dangerous. Then if there is 
a dangerous one in the lot 
you're in trouble. 
TOP: Would you agree that 
after say a six-month period in 
an institution such as Oakalla 
an inmate's ability to function 
on 'the outside' will be lost? 
ment in Oakalla, yet the college 
has never been asked to help in 
the institutions educational pro-
grams. What do you see as the 
problem in this area? 
Harrison: There is a major 
problem with education in insti-
tutions. For example, what kind 
of educational program do you 
develop for, say, female offend-
ers in the women's unit? Do you 
offer the core curriculum of 
grades seven through 12? That 
might be appropriate for some 
of them, and some of them may 
want to take advantage of their 
time in the Oakalla women's 
unit to improve their academic 
standing. Then there's the need 
for some basic life skills train 
ing, which is educational but is 
not exacdy academic education. 
So we would probably have a 
need for that. We probably have 
a need for some sort of special 
program and what might be 
called alternative-education 
programs for some offenders 
who have learning disabilities -
in some cases very severe 
learning disabilities. 
I think another type of educa-
tional program that's required 
in our institutions is some sort 
of program that would help 
offenders understand and ac-
cept their level of personal 
responsibility for their (.1lrrent 
situation. One of the disadvant 
ages of the 'adversial' system is 
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that many people end up in our 
institutions really believing they 
shouldn't be there, or at least 
stating that they shouldn' t be 
there. In other words, the court 
system - in the adverserial 
nature of the court system -
almost seems to have the result 
that many offenders, even 
though they're found guilty, 
claim they didn't do it or they 
don't accept any responsibility 
for having done it. 
One of my major concerns 
around the area of education 
would be to develop a sense of 
personal responsibility and self-
determina-tion for inmates. 
Now, I'm not saying that in-
mates need to accept 100 per-
cent of the responsibility for 
their predicament - society has 
to accept an element of respons-
ibility as well - but the offender 
has to accept a level of respons-
ibility. And an educational pro-
gram around that would be very 
helpful. 
TOP: Do you think inmates 
would respond to such educa-
tional programs? 
Harrison: Yes. The reason I say 
yes is that in many respects 
there's not a great deal of 
difference between an offender 
and you and I. Would you 
respond to educational oppor-
tunities such as I've been 
describing? You probably 
would. I probably would, partic-
ularly if they related to some-
thing I preceived as a need for 
me. So, I think they would. I 
think that offenders refuse to 
respond when they think they 
are being manipulated or forces 
to participate in the educational 
program. H they think they're 
being forced then they'll resist -
even if they think the program 
is of some value for them. But 
they'll resist just because that's 
a way of maintaining self-
respect and dignity. 
TOP: Who do you see as being 
responsible for the development 
of these educational programs? 
Harrison : Well, I guess I see 
myself and persons in the 
corrections branch as being 
resj>onsible. 
... We need to have qualified 
teachers either on staff or we 
need to have the ability to hire 
on a contractual basis qualified 
teachers from outside. We need 
to have reasonable facilities for 
the educational programs to 
occur ... J think that the Oakalla 
women's unit facility is grossly 
inadequate in the area of facil-
ities for educational programs. 
So, the key comes down to do 
we have the resourses available 
to do all the things that we'd 
like to do in the institutions. We 
could make them an awful lot 
better than they are today if we 
had the adequate resourses. 
But we-don't have the resourses 
and, let's face it, corrections is 
not a high priority in the 
allocation of resourses. There 
are many other competing de-
mands for resourses in society 
today: education, welfare~ old-
age security, highways and a 
variety of other consumer pro-
tection programs ... when you 
look at the demands on govern-
ment for services and pro-
grams, corrections frequendy 
takes a very low priority and 
perhaps that's the way it should 
be, and it has been that way for 
a long time and probably will be 
in the future. I think a lot of 
people say 'why spend money 
on corrections? Those people 
committed offenses and are 
criminals, and therefore why 
spend money on them?' 
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••• OA_KALLA WILL CLOSE IN FIVE 
by Gord lsfeld 
s t.ne monm-A !ong .pub.lic • mqutry mto conditions in provincial ja-
ils for women 
continues in Vancouver this 
week, revelations of poor facil-
ities, prison guard misconduct 
and general tension within the 
correctional institutions have 
been aired. 
But these revelations are not 
new to those who have had the 
opportunity, in the last 10 
years, of reading local news-
paper articles or exposed to the 
electronic media. This current 
inquiry will study the same 
evidence, report the same fmd-
ings and make the same re-
commendations as the numer-
ous inquiries before it pn!-
sent provindaJ correctional faci-
li_ties are inadequate for both · 
serious and non-serious offend-
ers; and the Lower Mainland 
Regional Corrections Centre 
(Oakalla) must be phased out. 
And those recommendations 
will be met with the same 
provincial government response 
- another inquiry. 
This vicious political' circle -
slowed only by apathetic citi-
zens and frustrated prisoner 
activists - seemed to have been 
broken in 1973, when former 
municipal affairs minister • 
James Lorimer (NDP Burnaby -
Willingdon) announced that 
Oakalla would gradually be 
eliminated from the correctional 
system by the year 1978. That 
promise was enthusiastically 
received by the then newly-
elected Burnaby mayor Tom 
Constable, whose campaign 
platform had been the removal 
of Oakalla from the muni-
cipality. 
, That same platform was to 
remain Constable's political 
swan-song • 
The original proposal called 
for work on the 122-acre farm to 
be discontinued and see the 
prison population gradually re-
located in smaller jails to be 
constructed throughout the pro-
vince. Also under the agree-
ment, 158 of the 208 acres of 
Oakalla land was to be leased to 
the municipality for develop-
ment as a park. Conversionof 
the park, which would have 
added 2, 7000 feet of lake 
frontage to the adjacent Deer 
Lake facilities, was to have been 
done by the inmates as a 
rehabilitation project. 
That proposal was given add-
ed credence one year later when 
former deputy minister of cor-
rections Edger Epp stated the 
provincial governments inten-
tion to phase out Oakalla and 
Haney correctional institutes 
within five years and the Van-
couver Island Regional Correc-
tional Centre in two years. 
Epp also stated the govern-
ment would construct 50 com-
munity correctional centres in 
B.C., 25 to 30 of these centres 
being constructed in Greater 
Vancouver. The centres were to 
be designed to accomodate 
offenders on work or educa-
tional release programs. 
.. No (custody) unit from here 
on in will have more than 40 
people in it," Ebb proudly 
declared at the time. 
Another level of government, 
another political swan song. 
With the ousting of the NDP 
government in 1976, went Dave 
Barrett's •social worker-styled' 
government. And so, also, went 
the provincial government's 
commitment on Oakalla. The 
Social Credit government re-
fused to cooperate with Bum- , 
aby council by watering down 
the NDP proposal, stating they 
were not legally committed to 
uphold the agreement. 
This lack of cooperation re-
sulted in Oakalla not only 
of the Oakalla lands, without 
first securing their· proposal for 
the institutions closure. 
The eventual result - this 
current inquiry, a culmination 
of tensions within the prison 
community and lack of com-
munication in the corrections 
branch hierarchy. 
Recent allegations from in-
mates, guards and directors 
alike of sexual misconduct by 
male guards in the women5 
· unit, as well as intimidation of 
female guards by women in-
mates themselves, are only part 
of the overall problems pla-
"No unit from here on in 
will have more than 
40 people in it." 
remaining over-crowded, but in 
fact, increasing in population. 
Adding to the tension of the 
situation was the phasing out of 
the prison's work farm, which, 
instead of aiding in the institu-
tions planned closure as hoped 
by the NDP government -
actually restricted the inmates 
to inactivity within the institu-
tional walls . 
In April 1977, the Socred 
government announced that, 
yes, they indeed were going to 
build new remand facilities (for 
those on or awaiting ~al) in the 
Lower Mainland, a move they 
said would .. enable us to real-
istically plan the phase-out of 
Oakalla as it now exists as a 
custodial facility." 
In an effort to add some meat 
to their proposal, the Socreds 
introduced a more de-central-
ized structure for decision-
making, with six directors rep-
resenting Vancouver Island, 
North and South Fraser regions, 
Vancouver, Northern B.C. and 
the Okanagan and the Koot-
. enays. 
Alas, the same old swan 
song. The government com-
missioned a study on the future 
guing the 66 year old structure 
and the over 600 inmates (about 
60 of them women) it houses. 
The derelict buildings left 
over from the days of the work 
farm -now used only for storage 
-include a piggery, root house, 
the old solitary confinement 
unit and a barn that was once 
used by the former B.C. Provin-
cial Police. The main jail build-
ing - a red brick Gothic style 
structure opened in 1914- is the 
only original facility still in use. 
Oakalla, with six living units 
and two support units, is divid-
ed into wings with the west and 
south wings used for inmates on 
remand - representing about 40 
percent of the inmates. The 
wings are overcrowded for most 
of the year. 
The east wing is used to 
house mosdy drug addicts, 
which are usually young offend-
ers with the greatest risk of 
sexual assault. HoJDosexuality 
in wide-spread in the institution 
and during walkout protests by 
inmates in the last few years, 
homosexual acts were perform-
ed in the open for all spectators 
to see. , 
Administrators have been cri-
ticized for the lack of training 
the guards have been receiving. 
One guard stated in the past: 
uon the first day of the job the 
man will be taken mto the wmg 
and told to go at it. It's up to 
him to find out what the proced-
ures are by following an exper-
ienced officer around, watching 
what he does and picking up 
what he can." 
Guards have also claimed 
that . they are only given two 
weeks training which is basi-
cally a tour of the jail and a 
briefing on what each unit does. 
Before the change of govern-
ment, some progressive moves 
had been made toward decen-
tralizing. provincial institutions 
by establishing community cor-
rectional centres - one in the 
Marpole area of Vancouver, as 
well as in Victoria and Kant-
loops. The centres were de-
signed to help rehabilitate 
short-term offenders by allow-
ing them to do community work 
under strict control in high 
density areas of the city. 
The inmates who make it to 
these centres are sentenced 
individually and screened to 
judge their responsibility for 
living in these small residential 
facilities. The centres are run by 
experienced corrections branch 
personnel. 
The corrections b~ch hopes 
such centres will eventually aid 
the social re-integration of the 
offender, reduce the high cost 
of operating larger facilities and 
supply workers for community 
needs. 
Most of the offenders living 
at the community correctional 
. centres are on temporary ab-
sence leave. Under the branch's 
temporary absence program, a 
sentenced offender is allowed 
leave from a correctional insti-
tution for specific periods of 
time for employment, training 
and education, medical treat-
ment in community hospitals, 
emergency outside visits and 
community service work. Indivi-
duals are supervised daily or, in 
some cases, required to return 
each evening to the institution 
they have been released from. 
Also included under the pro-
vincial corrections branch are 
such programs as bail supervi-
sion aimed . at reducing the 
number of people held in cus-
tody while waiting to be char-
ged and an -impaired drivers 
. course for convicted offenders 
conceritrating on the effects of 
drinking and driving. 
Many of these programs, as 
well as the provincial institu-
tions themselves, are not being 
used to their fullest capacity, 
leaving Oakalla to absorb the 
majority of the offenders. 
Efforts by corrections people 
to ease the tension for the 
inmates by providing weekend 
motel-like encounters with fam-
ily members or dose relations 
have been shelved by the 
provi..;cial government ~nding 
- as usual - an inquiry. 
It seems pre-determined that 
the powers that be will continue 
their swan songs until institu-
tions such as Oakalla burns 
itself down, or until their terms 
of office are complete. Or both. 
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The following is the first of a 
two part series on sexuality to 
be ron in The Other Press. 
This week's article was ori-
ginally published in The Body 
Politic tmder the title "Men 
Loving Boys Loving Men". We 
have decided to ron an edited 
version of the article in The 
Other Press. We have edited 
·only portions of the article we 
felt were distastfuJ and trot 
imtJerative· to the author's point. 
1 by Gera/d.Hamwn . 977 has been the Year 
of the Children. 
The year of the children 
Anita Bryant wanted to "save", 
of the children lesbian mothers 
lost. The year of the one child 
who died in a body-rub parlour 
on Yonge Street. 
We have been sensitized. 
There is some irony in this. In 
the lives of most gay people, 
children are conspicuous only 
by their absence. But they are 
not unimportant to us. We have 
begun to realize, for one thing, 
that many gay men and lesbian 
are parents themselves. Their 
batdes for custody of their 
chil~n have given them new 
visibility. 
These custody cases, though, 
are only one part of a much 
broader assault. Dark warning 
is given: children are to be the 
last frontier of heterosexist 
bias, hlints have been dropped 
that our right to be free from 
discrimination - when and if 
that right is recognized - might 
not include the freedom to be a 
teacher, a counsellor or a child-
care worker. We have been told 
chat our nuypuines can 'r faH 
before their eyes and that our 
te\evision programs, if they are 
shown at all, can't be aired until 
they have gone to bed. Regard-
less of the nature of our real 
everyday contacts - or lack of 
them - with children, all of us 
have been branded as every 
child's potential "molester." 
which brings us to the article 
below, "Men Loving Boys Lov-
ing Men", the latest in a series 
on youth sexuality by Gerald 
Hannon. 
The people you will meet in it 
are "child molesters," "chick-
en hawks," "dirty old men." 
They are these things just as all 
of us are "pansies," "lezzies" 
and "queers." The names are 
-only the most visible part of an 
elaborate and vicious myth-
ology. 'In Toronto this summer 
we found that the myth includes 
us all as "child-killers," too. 
We .know how much these 
myths and these words have to 
do with our real lives. 
We know about some of 
them, that is. 
The real lives of men who 
love boys and boys who love 
men are mysterious even for 
most other gay people. We are 
not immune from the general 
paranoia about children and 
sexuality, and many of us are 
willing to accept that part of the 
straight world's homosexual 
mythology even when we know 
the rest of it for the lie that it is. 
A small part of reality is 
presented below. 
Men Loving Boys Loving 
Men" is not printed here with-
out awareness of the potential 
consequences. The decision to 
run the article was not taken 
lighdy nor without debate with-
in the Collective. We have had 
it on hand, typeset and laid out, 
THE BODY POLITIC-
for nearly six months, but we 
have hesitated, sensitive to the 
feeling that "the climate was 
not right" after the anti-gay 
media barrage which followed 
Emanual Jaques' death in Aug-
ust. 
We know now that the "cli-
mate" will never be "right". 
The Jaques trial is yet to come, 
and when that is over there will 
undoubtedly be something else 
we could point to if we wanted 
an excuse to move with the 
tide. The tide must be resisted, 
the discussion must be opened 
up. 
We know that people who are 
more concerned with "respect-
ability" than with rights will 
groan at our "irresponsibility." 
People are likely to react as 
though they had just found a 
delectably rotten plum in a 
Christmas cake from a bakery 
they've never much liked. The 
issue might well be splashed 
sensationally across the tabloids 
(especially on days when there 
isn!t much real news), lines may 
be quoted out of context and 
juicy bits read over the air to 
satisfy prurient interest. Col-
umnists like the Toronto Sun's 
Oaire Hoy will be delirious. We 
know about these things be-
cause they have happened to us 
- to all of us - before. 
We also know this because 
we are aware of how desperate 
the enemies of gay liberation 
are. They are willing to hurl the 
bodies and minds of the very 
children they are trying to 
"save" into the fray. 
The Body Politic, for in-
stance, recendy received a cur-
ious series of telephone calls. 
The voice at the other end of the 
line was that of a young boy, 
perhaps nine or 10 years old. He 
asked on one occasion to speak 
to the author of this article 
(who, as we noted, has written 
on youth sexuality before), ask-
ed where he might buy TBP, 
asked fmally where he could go 
to have sex. At least once the 
prompting voice of an adult 
male was audible in the back-
ground. The sound of a tape 
recorder was not, but could be 
assumed: it is illegal even to 
advise people under the age of 
18 (and gay people under 21) to 
have sex. 
We can only specwate abo·!~ 
the character of someone who 
would rather manipulate a child 
into an act of fraud than have 
him know anything real about 
the lives of men who love men 
and women who love' women. 
But the characters of three 
people whom this man with the 
tape recorder must fear so 
much, three "child molesters" , 
three men who love boys, are 
here to be examined. 
We leave it to you. 
The Collective 
There's a painting in the 
foyer of my YMCA. It's a 
dedication portrait, the kind you 
still expect to see in banks over 
an "Our Founder" plaque, 
exept that banks have pretty 
much surrendered to the fram-
ed fabric school of interior 
design. Not so trendy, the 
YMCA. The ones I know still 
rely heavily on dan wood 
veneer and respectible oil paint-
ings like this one of C.J. 
Atkinson, "Leader in Boy's 
work." 
Or so the dedication reads. It 
continues: " ... here he realized 
a dream of his young manhood 
in the building of a community 
in which boys learned to do by 
doing." 
He worked with boys, did Mr. 
Atkinson. He cared about them, 
worried about their welfare, 
worried more about the ones 
society didn't seem to have muc 
of a place for', and fmally 
arranged for the construction of 
this building, a santuary - at 
least until recendy - for boys, 
for young men, "a dream of his 
young manhood." 
I think I know something 
. about C.J. Atkinson. I think he 
was a pedophile. 
I don't know for sure, of 
course. H I did, - if anyone else 
had - there wouldn' t be an oil 
painting of the man gracing the 
foyer of a building .belonging to 
the Young Men Christian's 
Association. 
But I know what he did. I 
know, at least, why he was 
celebrated. He loved boys. He 
had dreams for them. He made 
them his life's work. H you are 
what you do, C.J. Atkinson, 
· benefactor and 'leader in boy's 
work', was very much a pedo-
phile. 
It's not a good word. The 
Greek origin, "lover of boys," 
is nice enough, but it's a 
clinician's word; it's like homo-
sexual, only worse. "People use 
it as a label for a disease,'' says 
Simon, one of the men we shall 
meet in this article, one of the 
men who says "I'm gay, but I 
like to be called boy-lover. I like 
the word 'boy'. It's strange .. . 
whenever I even see the word 
boy ... " 
We'll meet Simon and others 
like him because what they do is 
important. Like C.J. Atkinson, 
if they are remembered at all, 
they will be remembered for 
what they do. Not for what they 
are, not because they are 'nice 
people' . Niceness is not e-
nough. No, Simon and Barry 
and Peter and thousands of 
others like them will earn the 
esteem of their community for 
the work they do with boys; they 
will earn the affection of their 
associates and friends because 
they have lived honest and 
loving lives, have formed mean-
ingful and responsible relation-
ships. 
If they don't get caught. 
What do they do, then? What 
is it like - a loving, sexual 
relationship between a man and 
a boy? H you read the papers, 
this is one picture: a psychopath 
draws a circle of hapless boys to 
him and after months of wild, 
degrading sex he murders 
them - the llouston story. 
Another: a pathetic man inca-
pable of forming meaningful 
relationships with adults fmally 
turns to children for his social/ 
sexual oudet - basically harm-
less, but pathetic and obviously 
in need of help. Another: a 
group of well-placed and usual-
ly wealthy, citizens make cland-
estine use of a well-organized 
"boy bordello", one that re-
cruits runaways and waifs and 
makes big money by selling 
their sexual favors to the well-
to-do. 
Those things happen. But 
they happen less often than wife 
beatings, or the battering of 
babies. Psychiatrists see far, 
far fewer young people from 
man/boy relationships than 
they see boys and girls unable 
to cope with the strains of their 
happy homes. 
The media equates boy-love 
arid child molestation. And they 
use that equation as a weapon 
agains~ all gay people. Children 
are molested when they are 
physically or psychologically 
coerced • into a sexual act, and 
that sort of thing is almost 
,. 
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obvious and he didn't seem 
interest.:d s~> I just dropped it. A 
few m~nths later he turned up 
at l}lY door one night and said 
'Do you remember the things 
we did last summer? Well, let's 
do them again.' .And I said 'I 
don't believe it.' He said 'I 
mean it,' and I said'You'll have 
to prove it.' So he stripped. And 
that was tliat for the winter! 
exclusively a heterosexual pre-
occupation. "Homosexual of-
fenders against children almost 
never used force, but ... hetero-
sexual offenders against child-
ren often did," - the admirably 
dear and succinct conclusion of 
one American study. The same 
study noted: "Abuse is the 
major killer of children under 
two, and (intentional) neglect 
occurs ten times as often as 
abuse." And Barbara Chis-
holm, project director of the 
Canadian Council on Children 
and Youth, has said that as 
many as fifty percent of girls 
now in training school may have 
been subjected to initial rape by 
their own fathers. 
Boy-love is not child molest-
ation. Boy-love is C.J. Atkin-
son. Boy-love is Simon. 
Simon is 33. He is, I suppose, 
exactly the person that families 
worry about. He is a primary 
school teacher, and an active 
member of several social ser-
vice agencies that deal with 
children, including Big Bro-
thers. He has taught school for 
10 years in four different 
schools and has formed sexual, 
loving relationships with boys in 
each of the service organiz-
ations of which he is a member, 
including Big Brothers. He has 
never been caught. 
Simon is tall, genial, getting 
a litde soft around the middle; a 
generous, rather private man 
with a few dose adult friends 
and a much wider acquaintance 
among the young. His lover, 
David, is 12 and in Simon's 
class at school. David writes 
poetry to Simon: 
you are a friend "that I love 
forever. 
I will care for you, 
and if~ must to part 
It would break my heart. 
So let's stay together 
And be friends forever and 
ever. 
With love, from David. 
Kids are not usually roman-
tics, according to Simon, and 
that is one of the reasons he 
fmds the relationship with 
David so deeply moving. I asked 
him how it began. "He liked 
me, used to come by and visit. 
We used to lie on the couch 
together, I at one end and he at 
the other with our legs together. 
But some of the things he did at 
first were quite touching and I 
have to tell you about them. We 
used to sit there and he would 
do things like just lean over and 
lick the bottom of my throat ... 
I was dumbfounded and I said 
'What are you doing ... stop!' 
But I didn't want him to stop. 
And all on his own he would 
take my fingers into his mouth 
and roll his tongue around 
them ... it would just drive me up 
the wall. Then I would do it to 
his fingers and on one occasion I 
did it to his toes ... that got him 
aroused. But this was before 
we'd been naked in front of 
each other, and all this was 
without his being told what to 
do or asked to do it. Any 
gay person would have been 
overwhelmed by him." 
The relationship seems on a n 
even keel now. "I think it will 
last like this for quite a while," 
says Simon. "We satisfy each 
other. He satisfies my needs, 
not my desir~." But like many 
relationships, it had its mo-
ments of strain. "At one point, 
it cooled off a bit for a period of 
weeks and I was very hurt and 
he's completely relaxed." 
I asked Simon why he thought 
the coolness had developed. 
"I think he was genuinely a 
bit troubled about some of the 
things he'd done. And perhaps r 
was a litde aggressive and tried 
to kiss him on the lips which is 
something he didn't want. But 
it seems to be setded. I suppose 
now we have more fun than 
sex ... we both undress, and 
bring the mattress out here in 
front of the TV, and we eat and 
wresde and giggle and blow 
into each other's bellies and 
generally laugh and have lots of 
fun. And that's really more 
"We satisfy each other. 
He satisfies my needs, 
not my desires." 
depressed. I had a talk with him 
and told him he was really 
hurting me quite a bit, and 
though I didn't expect things to 
always be the same, I didn't see 
any reaon for his being so cold 
and distant. There were a 
couple of occasions during the 
conversation when I couldn't 
speak anymore and I had to get 
up and leave and when I came 
back he said, 'I didn't think it 
meant all that much to you.' 
And I said, 'It's not the sex, it's 
what you think of me. It's the 
affection you used to show me 
that I miss.' Since then, he's 
just completely warmed up, and 
though he's still cool at school, 
when we get out on our own 
pleasurable to me than having 
sex ... because there's so much 
affection." 
I wondered about teaching. Is 
it wise to have your lover in your 
class? Could one possibly avoid 
just a litde favoritism? Simon 
thinks so. "H the boy I'm 
having an affair with does 
something wrong, I tell him off 
just like anybody else and he 
gets marked just like everybody 
else. H anything, I'm probably a 
bit harder on him because I 
want him to do better. And he 
makes sure that I don't treat 
him any better than any of the 
other kids. He'll act a bit cool at 
times ... but I accept that. It 
makes him feel more 
Authors of the Body Politic article Men Loving Boys. 
with his peers. I mean there's a 
lot of pressure not to be 
teacher's pet ... and listen: I'm a 
popular teacher. I'm usually 
one of the most popular teach-
ers in the school. I understand 
the kids, sympathize with them. 
My principals have always re-
marked on my special relation-
ships with my kids in their 
reports on me. A few have even 
suggested that I have a little 
chat with some of the teachers 
that didn't seem to be doing so 
well. H they only knew my 
method!" 
But then Simon's classroom 
methods aren't that traditional 
either. He's fed up with what he 
calls "a glorified babysitting 
service ... that seems to exist to 
keep the kids out of the parents 
hair. The schools aren't doing 
what they should be doing. 
They aren't teaching kids to 
live, they're not teaching them 
to think and they're not teach-
ing them to consciously relate to 
each other. You can't learn 
anything in the classroom any-
way - except how to regurgitate 
information. They should be out 
in the factories, they should be 
seeing how other people work, 
seeing what it means to earn a 
living, seeing how institutions 
work, how the courts work, how 
businesses work ... You know 
how incompetent kids are when 
they first get out on their own. I 
was the perfect example - as 
soon as I started earning a 
living I went straight into debt. 
Been there ever since!" 
For Simon, of course, teach-
ing goes beyond the classroom, 
and he's willing to admit that 
his affairs with these boys form 
a kind of sex education. In many 
cases, it's the fU"st time many of 
· them have a chance to talk 
openly about something which 
. is changing their bodies and 
minds in ways they're not sure 
how to deal with. "I remember 
talking to one boy years after we 
had our affair. He remarked · 
that it was good for him, that it 
gave him a lot of confidence 
with girls. In fact, he thanked 
me for it. Before me, he was 
afraid and reluctant and didn't 
know much about sex, but 
through our relationship he 
learned quite' a bit about his 
own body and what he could do. 
. It also liberated him from the 
idea that sex was a no-no -
which is what he'd been taught. 
I tried to relieve him, as I still do 
with my kids, of feelings of guilt 
that I went through. I try to get 
them to realize ·that this is a 
bodily function to be enjoyed 
and nothing to feel guilty about. 
"As well, I've never gone to 
bed with anybody that I haven't 
felt a great deal of affection for. 
Sex has always been part of 
friendship, of romance, of a love 
affair. If I did something like 
that I would feel guilty, I would 
feel emotionally upset.'' 
I wondered if any kid had 
ever made the first move. 
"Yes, one 14-year-old I had 
in a grade "8 class. We went 
camping one summer and I 
tried a few things but nothing 
"The whole thing made a real 
difference to him. He began to 
talk easily about masturbation -
he'd say, 'Boy I had a good one 
this morning', and he seemed to 
have no guilt feelings. Although 
he did before. He was from a 
very strict family.'' 
Kids are an uncomfortable 
challenge to me. When I'm with 
them I feel either condescend-
ing or oddly negligent; I suspect 
they find me either pompous or 
uncomfortably strained. We do 
not meet easily. For Simon, 
they are the most casual of 
meeting. They are neighbour-
ing tribes, he and his boys, and 
their rambunctious energies 
still draw echoes from him. 
"A lot of -my relationships 
with boys have not been all that 
sexua/Jy satisfying to me. Espe-
cially with the pre-pubertal kids 
- there's never been anything 
really sexual. Mostly just affec-
tion, care. Anyway, I don't fmd 
pre-pubertal kids all that excit-
ing- it's a physical pleasure of 
the hugging, cuddling kind. 
And it's an emotional pleasure 
too. I never felt any guilt about 
the fact that these were kids - I 
worried about being caught, 
that's all. And I've never want-
ed to be different than lam. I'm 
content. I just want to liberate 
my kids a litde bit and help 
them fmd their own sexual 
direction. Help them realize 
their sexuality is nothing to be 
ashamed of.'' 
If the word for Simon is 
romantic, the word for Peter is 
cool. He's rich for one thing, and 
that's always cool. Not rich in 
the way of smart young things 
winging their way noisily from 
"in" resort to way-out fdm 
festival and back. His is new 
money, and it resides quietly on 
the fringes of Rosedale which is 
about as cool as new money in 
Toronto gets. Peter is 48, trim 
and attractive. He has a swim-
mer's body, he's a metiailous 
and casual dresser, and he runs 
his company with the same 
generous aplomp that charac-
terizes Peter the host, very 
much at home in what is always 
and inevitably an almost in-
humanly meticulous town-
house. Thanks, in this case, to 
the 'help', which has it's own 
·apartment below stairs, and 
which it is also very cool to 
have. 
I suppose we ought to be 
enemies, Peter and I. Young 
money meets young radical. But 
we aren't. I like him, even when 
he, answers my question about 
how we can change the way 
society and the law views boy 
love with "I don't see that I'm 
willing to make much of a 
contribution in that direction. I 
suspect there's no cohesive 
group that shares any thoughts 
or experiences .. .I see myseU 
very selfishly satisfying my own 
needs by zipping off to Morocco 
twice a year and filling in the 
time here with whatever little 
delights I can scrape up.'' 
I remember that there isn't a 
pedophile movement in Canada 
and Peter is saying very much 
what I would probably have said 
had I been out of the closet back 
continued on page 16 
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in the mid-sixties before the gay 
movement gave me the chance 
to change my way of thinking. I 
think I would have had an 'I'm 
all right Jack' attitude because 
anything else would have been 
too frightening to contemplate • 
anything else would have had to 
have been done alone. A pedo-
phile movement would be more 
difficult to organize, would have 
more perils and pitfalls, than 
almost anything else I can think 
of. Neither Simon nor Peter 
expect them to try. 
I wondered how Peter met his 
boys. He did not have the kind 
of job which would put him in 
daily contact with them. 
"With boys you have to 
impress them at frrst, you have 
to call attention to yourself. I do 
it with a big car, or a deep tan, 
or an ability. I used to be quite 
skilled at diving and I would 
have all eyes on me all summer. 
It's not the only way, of course. 
"I've picked up boys in 
theatres. You sit down beside 
them and start making com-
ments about the movie and then 
you might say 'here's a quarter' 
-- now it would have to be a 
dollar - why don't you get us 
both a coke.' Then there's a 
long, long period of courtship, 
talking, driving around town, 
having a hamburger. And it 
might never happen. There 
were lots of boys that I would 
have loved to make advances to 
and never did. Or it might take 
several months. Relationships 
that were budding in the sum-
mer would mature in the depths 
of winter in a car parked in a 
secluded spot in the snow." 
Foe Peter, as for Simon, it is 
the relationship that matters. So 
much so, that he is still in 
contact with many of the boys 
he began having sex with ten 
years ago and more. Many are 
married now and have children 
of their own, but they have no 
regrets about what happened 
with Peter, and see nothing odd 
about looking him up whenever 
they're in town. 
"I remember a couple of kids, 
they were brothers, probably 10 
and 12 and I especially liked the 
10-year-old. And when he got a 
little older, I made an advance, 
but he made it clear he didn't 
want that - he said he didn't 
want me to touch him there 
because it wasn't right. And I 
said 'Allen, it's not a question 
of right or wrong, but if you'd 
prefer not, that's fine ... ' Then 
he began to talk about his 
religious ideals and ethics so I 
just retreated and didn't bother 
pursuing it. His brother, on the 
other hand, turned out to be 
quite a swinger and we had 
marvellous sex over a period of 
years until he got married. Even 
then, the night before his 
wedding, he wanted to see me. 
We stayed in the apartment 
they were going to live in in his 
marital bed. By that time he 
was really older than I was 
interested in; he was probably 
21. 
"I still see Buddy. He's 
married, -two kids. I don't think 
he has sex with other men.'' 
Peter has a special interest in 
the detritus of heterosexual 
relationships, the unwanted or 
unloved boys, the boys from 
homes where the father is dead 
or has deserted. "It seems the 
more disadvantaged the child, 
the more he needs some stable, 
mature human being. And they 
are looking for love as well. 
Typically, they are not very 
articulate and not very well 
educated and I think I am often 
a positive influence. I don't 
think John would ever have 
.gone to university without my 
influence. We discussed . that, 
and he agrees. He would never 
have placed the same value on 
his own personality if it hadn't 
been for our relationship. I 
valued him far more than his 
parents did. I taught him self-
respect. I used to encourage 
him in school, we had a regular 
correspondence and he used to 
try and copy my style. He's a 
professor now, married, two 
kids, divorced. I began having 
sex with him when he was 12. 
"And then, I think my rela-
tionships give all the kids a real 
appreciation for a perfectly 
valid form of sexual activity. It 
takes the threat away from it 
and gives them some kind of 
balance, more sense of objectiv-
ity than they would have other-
wise." 
But can they choose, I asked 
Peter. Can a child actually 
choose to have sex with you 
when you have all the power 
and privilege that comes from 
simply being an adult? 
"You can't treat sex as a 
mode of behaviour totally differ-
ent from any other mode of 
behavior. One doesn't worry 
about an adult buying an ice-
cream cone for a child thereby 
potentially turning him into an 
obese creature .. .It's another 
form of experience like going to 
the movies or playing football or 
hiking. I've never felt that sex 
should be seen alone and separ-
ate as some 'great experience.' 
And I can honestly say I've 
never been tempted to use even 
the tiniest bit of influence I 
might have to get some kid to 
come through. If there's the 
slightest bit of resistance, I'm 
not interested at all - I'm just 
wasting my time and that 
person's time and it's silly to 
continue." 
What does sex between a 
man and a boy consist of? For. 
Peter • as for Simon not much, it 
seems. Not much, at least, in an 
age when raunchy experiment 
gets all the publicity: "M y 
sexual needs are very simple. 
... Mutual masturbation would 
constitute the largest single 
practice." 
And though the 12 to 14 age 
bracket defines Peter's prime 
area of interest; he is, like most 
of us, willing to experiment: 
"The youngest? Seven, I think. 
He wasn't a very bright little 
fellow •. .I'd asked him if he did 
this for anyone else and he said 
yes, there was a policeman in 
the neighbourhood. 
"And years ago I had sex 
with quite an old man on the 
beach. It just seemed sort of 
exciting. And of course, the 
fellow I'm having quite a reg-
ular relationship with is in his 
late twenties." 
A simple question: had there 
ever been a time when he's 
wished he hadn't been a boy 
lover? 
A simple answer: "No, I'm 
crazy about lobster and there 
was never a time when I wished 
I didn't like lobster. Why would 
one wish not to like something 
one likes?" 
Don is a friend of Peter's. 
He's 40, looks 30, could look 
younger if he lost 10 or 15 
pounds. He's married, and has 
a 19-year-old son. He's un-
ashamedly and uncepentantly 
heterosexual. A species I rarely 
meet socially these days, but 
Don is scarcely a typical exam-
ple and we get along easily. 
Don met Peter when he was 
11 and Peter was 19 and in his 
first year as a very popular life 
guard at the local pool. They 
• became friends and it wasn't 
long before it became a sexual 
friendship and Don had his first 
orgasm in the change room at 
the pool. "It was very gradual • 
Peter just slowly got more 
physical with me. I felt a bit 
ashamed at first - my mother 
had always told me not to play 
with myself - but I really 
enjoyed it. In fact I think I had a 
hang-up about sex that Peter 
probably snapped. In any case, 
I was certainly masturbating 
myself within the month. 
"I began looking up in books, 
though, about homosexuality an 
wondering to myself if I was 
one, but I guess I never really 
felt I was. Peter and I used to 
talk about it a lot, and I would 
try to understand it all. He's the 
only male I've ever had sex with 
- I never played around with 
kids my own age. And I guess 
we kept having sex on an 
infrequent basis until I was 15 
or so. Then I wanted to stop. I 
still wanted to be his friend, but 
I didn't want the sex anymore 
so I guess I avoided him for a 
while." 
"If it hadn't been for Peter, I 
wouldn't be at all surprised if 
I'd grown up to be an Anita 
Bryant supporter. But I just 
don't have any of those crazy 
ideas about homosexuals wait-
ing in dark alleys with candy to 
tempt some kid into the dark so 
he can fuck him. I know what 
happens. You know, I think it 
could have been good if the 
same thing happened to my 
son .. .I think it ~ight bring us 
closer together. 
He can't take the final step 
though. 
"No, I don't think I'd want 
my son to be gay. But I can't 
defend that. I guess it must be 
things in my upbringing ... but if 
he came to me and said he was, 
and was sure of it - yes, I'd 
accept him." 
Less of an endorsement than 
I might have wanted, I suppose. 
But I think I can understand it. 
If I had a son, and he were 
growing up straight, I think I 
would be disappointed, a little 
grieved, even a bit resentful -
but I think I could handle it. It is 
a mark of love to want for those 
dose to you those things in life 
that have been splendid - and, 
yes, what there is of splendour 
in my life happens along with 
being gay. I'm sure Don feels 
that about being straight. And l 
sometimes think we're doomed 
to feel about each other what 
one feels in a foreign country 
when everyone is, well, simply 
adorable but they all do every-
thing wrong. Trying, but you 
can handle it. 
Barry got in touch with me. 
He'd heard about what I was 
doing, wanted to talk about 
himself, wanted to let me see 
how his relationship worked, 
and since I am not only an 
ordinary curious individual but 
something of a voyeur, I said 
yes. 
It was to be week end tenting 
in the woods. Billy didn't live in 
Toronto - he was a farmboy, 
lived in one of those houses in 
the middle of a flat area with 
cows in it somewhere north of 
the city, and since Barry wasn't 
known to Mom and Dad and 
crusty old grandpa he simply 
camped in the woods across the 
way. Billy, the boy he loved, the 
boy who loved him, came to him 
there out of one of those lazily 
large families where, thank 
· heaven, not all of the kids are 
underfoot at the same time, and 
you don't question too closely a 
12-year-old boy who has the 
good sense to be out of the 
house all afternoon and half the 
night. Not if the chores are done 
anyway. 
Barry is a chatterer. Five foot 
five and rather impish, he has 
the chatterer's ability to string 
together absolutely unrelated 
topics in a curiously coherent 
way- so though you feel you've 
been talked to, you don "t feel 
exhausted. And I didn't as we 
barreled down the diet country 
road to be met, coincidentally, 
by Billy and two older brothers 
bctrre~g down -the same coun-
try road in the opposite direc-
tion. There were great screams 
of "Barry!", screechings to a 
halt and then they were shy 
because I was there saying 
things like ."How do you do" 
instead of "Hi." 
What did I discover? No 
startling truths, no insight into 
the human condition, not ~ven 
any insights into this particular 
relationship - though I think it 
became clear to me that it was a 
relationship, and a significant 
one. Billy didn't talk like that. 
He said Barry was his best 
friend. He said he 'liked "fool-
ing around," which was their 
way of talking about sex, but he 
was shy about that and we 
didn't get into it. And that was 
that. 
So, I had trekked off to the 
country and found - a relation-
ship. Seen whatl'd been hear-
ing about from Simon and 
Peter, seen two people drawing 
delight from each other's com-
pany, seen two criminals at 
work. Let's not forget that. 
Let's not forget that C.J. 
Atkinson and associates are 
criminals - the way we were 
before 1969, the way we still are 
if we try anything other than the 
things you can do with one (and 
only .one) other individual over 
21 and very much in private. 
Anita Bryant won't let us- or 
anyone else - forget it. 
"Save Our Children. Inc." is 
"I had a 
hang-up 
about sex 
that Peter 
snapped." 
the name of the game, although 
the organizers seem to be 
cynically aware of just what that 
means: "The molestation was 
the thing that particularly got 
the headlines. We now know 
how effectjvely it can be used.·" 
said Robert Brake, one of the 
top officials of that organi-
zation. Who wouldn't want to 
save our children, after all, save 
them . from things like the 
Houston mass murder horrors, 
save them from being pawed by 
nasty old men. That's what 
molestation means to most peo-
ple, it's what the media encour-
ages them to believe, it's a 
belief "Save Our Children" 
does nothing to discourage. 
They've added a refinement. 
Recruitment. Because homo-
sexuals can't reproduce, they 
must recruit. 
Anita should know. Because 
recruitment is what she is all 
a pedophile 
movement 
would be 
difficult to 
• organzze 
about. 
She wants our children. And, 
yes, they're our children too. 
She's going to get some of 
them, and some of those are 
going to grow up gay, and some 
are going to grow up straight. U 
they're gay, they'll grow up 
miserable, hating themselves, 
their desires and their commun-
ity; becoming mean, or robot-
like, or blustering hypocrites 
because that's what happens to 
love that's taught to hate iself. 
And if they grow up straight, 
they'll grow up proud to be 
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Americans, secretly proud to be 
.white, a majority that's · 'quiet" 
because it's soul is empty, in 
marriages that last and last 
because nothing is quite so 
binding as mutual distaste and 
suspicion. 
Anita's recruits. They've 
been with us for a long time. 
They tried to save our children 
from witches, and turned the 
middle ages into a charnel 
·house of burning and innocent 
flesh. They tried to save our 
children from'jews, and almost 
succeeded through twelve years 
of methodical and monstrous 
savagery. They tried to save our 
children from communists, and 
sat with Senator McCarthy in 
judgement upon heroic lives 
n ying to salvage some dignity, 
some integrity from that degra-
ding exercise. Now they want to 
save our children from homo-
sexuals. They want to save our 
children from us. 
Yes, we have our recruits, 
though they are not, as Bryant 
would have us believe, legions 
of hapless children diverted 
from the straight and narrow by 
the corrosive touch of some 
predatory homosexual. 
Don is one of our recruits. 
He's tuJt gay, but "when I'm 
with straight people and they 
say something derogatory or 
stupid about gays I always try to 
turn it around, make them see 
they're stupid. I can't go as far 
as I'd like sometimes .. .l'd be 
suspe<:t myself and that would 
be hard to take. But I try." 
Simon's students are re-
cruits. If they grow up gay, they 
grow up remembering a loved 
role model, they grow up know-
ing sexual acts are not disgust-
ing, they grow up with the 
possibility of coming out long 
before the early-to-mid twenties 
that age when so many of us 
finally caved in, or carne out. 
If they grow up straight, they 
may not, like Don, do their best 
to defent gay people in the 
small ways he's chosen, but 
somewhere in the back of all 
that domestic bliss they fall heit 
to, they are going to know thE 
Anita Bryants of this world are 
out-and-out fruitcakes. And 
maybe, just maybe, if they're 
presented someday with a ballot 
which asks them to say a simple 
yes or no to civil rights fot 
homosexuals, and they're alone 
in the polling booth and no one 
can see what they mark, then, 
maybe, they'll remember what 
happened to them 20 years ago 
and vote the way they re-
member. 
I have seen a photograph o1 
Anita and family praying to-
gether before they go to bed - in 
pyjamas yet. Besides marvell-
ing that anyone would con-
sciously do anything quite so 
kitsch, I feel <8 real sense of 
sadness for those kids, down of 
their knees and huddled be-
tween momma and poppa Bry-
ant. One or more of them could 
very easily be gay. And he or 
she would be the truly molested 
child. 
Every homosexual has suf-
fered that molestation. Every 
homosexuai's sexuality has 
been interfered with - impeded, 
strangled, diverted, denounced, 
'cured', pitied, punished. That 
is molestation. And it has 
nothing to do with what Simon, 
Barry and Peter are doing. 
They are the heirs of Mr. 
Atkinsofi. "Leader in Boys' 
Work," community workers 
who deserve our praise, our 
admiration and our support. 
NEXT WEEK: SeOing Sex. 
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EXORCISING YOUR BAD GENES 
, Genetic Screening: Exorcis-
ing Bad Genes is the seventh of 
a nine-part series on genetic 
manipulation being presented 
by The Other Press in conjunc-
tion with Pacific News Service. 
The serialization is tOken 
from the book Who Shall Play 
God? aDeO/ Delacourterelease. 
The serialization is written by 
Ted Howard and Jeremy Rifkin 
of Pacific News Service, and 
copyrighted 1977 by the Centre 
for Urban Education/Pacific 
News Service. 
I 
n Mineapol-
is, a married 
co~ple sits in 
the office of 
a genetic co-
unselor. Th-
ey are about to be informed of 
the statistical chances of their 
next baby having a genetic 
deformity ... 
A doctor in Los Angeles uses 
a needle to slowly withdraw 
amniotic fluid from the womb of 
a three-month pregnant wo-
men. Analyzing the chromo-
somes in the liquid, the doctor 
will be able to give his patient a 
good idea of the genetic quality 
of her unborn child ... 
A baby is born in Buffalo, 
N.Y. One of its ftrst life-exper-
iences is having a few drops of 
blood pricked from its foot. 
Doctors will use the blood to 
screen for the presence of a 
dozen genetic disorders ... 
Genetic screening - the test-
ing of 'individuals for various 
chromosomal defects - is al-
ready an established medical 
practice. 
Few people argue that it is 
immoral or unethical to spare 
parents the burden of giving 
birth to a mongoloid childr or 
detecting genetic defeats early 
in a baby's life. But how far do 
you want to go in analyzing our 
genetic makeup? 
According to the National 
Institute of General Medical 
Sciences, 12 million Americans 
carry defective genes or chrom-
osomes. Genetic defects are 
present in ftve percent of all live 
births. Eighty percent of all 
babies born mentally retarded 
are the victims of genetic dis-
ease. 
Add to the equation the fact 
that an estimated 2,000 human 
disorders are genetically deter-
mined, and that each of us, no 
matter how healthy, carries 
three to eight "bad" genes that 
could conceivably cause some of 
these disorders, and the prob-
lem begins to take on epidemic 
proportions. 
This is just what many prop-
onents of genetic screening 
argue. 
The most widespread screen-
ing technique is post-natal 
screening, usually performed 
on babies immediately after 
birth. Today 90 percent of all 
newborn babies are screened 
before they leave the hopital, 
most without the knowledge of 
their parents. 
The first genetic disease for 
which a screening test was 
developed was phenylketonuria 
(PKU), a disorder caused by the 
lack of a single enzyme. Un-
treated, PKU leads to severe 
mental retardation. Forty per-
cent of those born with the 
disease have an IQ of less than 
10. But by detecting PKU very 
early in life, doctors can pres-
cribe a speciftc diet for the baby 
that allows it to develop into a 
normal child. Today, 43 states 
have PKU screening laws. 
No one objects to such "pre-
ventative medicine.'' Yet what 
many people find troublesome 
in genetic screening programs 
is the unstated assumption that 
some people have "bad" 
genes. 
What is a "bad" gene? Since 
all of us have an estimated three 
to eight defective genes, it is 
conceivable that a 100 percent 
effective screening program 
would show that all of us fail the 
test of perfection. But not all of 
us do. The fate of those who are 
screened in current programs is 
to carry the burden for all of us. 
"Like it or not," writes Barbara 
Culliton in Sdence magazine, 
"there is always the problem of 
making people feel stigmatized 
by telling them there is some-
thing wrong with their genes.'' 
Sickle-cell anemia screening 
program of the past decade is a 
good example of how "gene 
stigmatization" can develop. 
Sickle-cell anemia, a disease 
that affects only black people, 
causes no harm in those who 
carry it as a recessive trait. But 
if passed on through dominant 
inheritance to a child, it proves 
fatal. There is no cure for those 
who inherit the disease; they 
die very young before they can 
transmit their disorder to the 
next generation. 
In the 1960's, sickle-cell a-
nemia became a political cause 
celebre. By 1972, Congress had 
passed the Sickle-Cell Control 
Act providing states with money 
to launch screening programs. 
Immediately, signiftcant pro-
blems in the program became 
evident. Screening children was 
a way to diagnose the disease 
before it manifested itself, but 
since there is no cure for the 
always fatal disorder, critics 
questioned the value of inform-
ing a child and his parents that 
he would die young. As Dr. 
Anitai Etzioni, an opponent of 
the screening program protests, 
"you can't help a seven-year-
old, and you make him feel like 
a freak.'' 
The sickle-cell screening pro-
gram not only fails to provide 
medical help to those affected 
by the disease, but it also has 
led to widespread confusion 
about the important difference 
between those who simply carry 
the sickle trait and those who 
carry the disease. Carriers have 
no health problem; victims die. 
Because of the confusion 
about what the screening tests 
showed, insurance companies 
have charged blacks higher 
rates, even though they were 
not diseased. Some blacks re-
ported they lost their jobs after 
being screened. Six airlines 
instituted policies refusing to 
hire blacks who carried the 
sickle-cell trait. 
The one positive result of the 
program predicted by its prop-
onents - dissuading people who 
carried the trait from marrying 
each other and passing it along 
to the next generation - never 
materialized. In recent years, 
several states have abandoned 
the sickle-cell program. 
Many critics see in the sickle-
cell example problems inherent 
in much of the screening pro-
cess: lack of solid medical 
evidence, social stigma and 
psychological consequences. 
Amniocentesis, the withdra-
wal of amniotic fluid from the 
womb of a pregnant woman, 
presents another, and deeper, 
ethical problem. Of all the 
genetic technologies currently 
being developed, this form of 
pre-natal screening offers the 
greatest beneftts to the indivi-
dual. Through amniocintesis, 
and subsequent abortion, par-
ents can be spared the agony of 
giving birth to a baby afflicted 
with a disease like mongolism 
that would imprison it for life. 
Dr. Cecil B. Jacobson, chief 
of the Reproductive Genetics 
Unit at George Washington 
University and one of the initial 
developers of amniocentesis, 
proposed broader application of 
the technique to prevent a wide 
range of abnormalities. 
"I'd like to take the thing a 
few steps further," he says. 
"Would you, for instance, want 
to conceive a child who will die 
of cancer at age 40, if the 
tendency for the development of 
cancer can be shown before 
birth? Naturally at this point 
we're not able to do that. But if 
we could tell what fetuses are 
going to be affected with cancer 
in their 40's and 50's, I would 
be for aborting them now. That 
would eliminate some types of 
cancer forever.'' 
Jacobson says he would also 
favor abortion "if both parents 
want only girls and the cutrent 
pregnancy tests by amniocen-
tesis to be a boy. I just don't 
recognize any absolute here." 
Not all Dr. Jacobson's medi-
cal colleagues are so eager to 
abort unpopular fetuses. Dr. 
Daniel Callahan at the Hastings 
lnstitute is one who takes 
exception. 
"Behind the human horror at 
genetic defectivesness," he 
warns, "lurks ... an image of the 
perfect human being. The very 
language of 'defect', 'abnor-
mality', 'disease' and 'risk' 
presupposes such an image, a 
kind of proto-type of perfection. 
NEX'l · WEEK: Genetic Engin-
eering: Consumer Bonanza? 
Part eight. 
page 18 r~1·s·, ___ __ ' March 14, 1978 
L 
706 6th Street New Westminster 526 - 3 311 
MARCH 16 -18 THOR., FRI., SAT. 
. 
ALL STOCK 20 % 
Hours 9:30 -· 5:30 
Thursday, Friday till 9:00 
OFF . 
To make the Levi~ lootz complete; don1- leave out 
t1our feet Gel 'em into some heav~ LeviS feathers. 
At a shoe ploce. Or a jeans place. 
Someplace. G:>gu~l l'etnon! 
Levi's . . . for feet! (/1) 
/iiJ~~tr 
"$LeviS for feet 
IMtoka 
Daniel 
Martin 
Daniel Marlin 
by john Fowles 
Reviewed by Andrew Nikiforuk 
for Canadian University Press 
John Fowles is one of those 
rare authors that has mastered 
writing both as a means of 
expression and as an expression 
of meaning. In 'The Magus and 
The French Lieutenant's Wo-
man, he demonstrated this mas-
tery with a grace and integrity 
few Western writers ever 
achieve. Now in his most recent 
novel, Daniel Marlin, he has 
atteptpted to attain an even 
greater unity. He succeeds in 
this endevour with an intelli-
gence and deftness that marks 
an exceptional writer . 
The novel begins with the 
phrase: "Whole sight; or all the 
rest is desolation." While these 
words aptly express Fowles' 
goal as novelist, they also 
represent the predicament of 
the main character. Daniel Mar-
tin is an ex-playwright turned-
screen writer who is at odds 
with himself and his profession. 
His relationships with women 
are as deceptive and temporal 
as his films. Martin is a middle-
aged man who has lost sight 
and purpose. The sudden death 
. of an old acquaintance begins 
for Martin an odyssey of resol 
utions, of hazard and of move-
ment. In the course of this 
journey he is reunited with the 
only woman he ever loved. Like 
Martin she too has grown to be 
a stranger to herself. Her own 
reclamation both generates and 
becomes part of Martin's redis-
covery. This forms the basis of a 
very complex yet immensely 
readable novel. 
Fowles succeeds in giving 
Martin whole face and heart by 
presenting him through his own 
first-person descriptions, the 
comments of his young mistress 
and Fowles' own stringent ob-
servations. Consequently, Mar-
tin comes across as an all-
. together-too human figure. One 
neither likes him nor hates him. 
The reader recognizes Martin's 
deceptions and his excuses as 
very familiar and mortal trans-
gressions. 
Though Fowles is not a 
Marxist. he achieves in his 
novels what every true Marxist 
seeks, "a restoration of the 
human world and of human 
relationships to man himself". 
This explains why relations 
between men and women dom-
inate his novels, and why he is 
indisputably a great artist." 
Othe~ '" .. 
'' Press <-·. 
meetings 
are held 
fri. :at noon 
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film Brooks is 
High Anxiety 
by Marta Mar«m 
for Canadian University Press 
Mel Brooks is an example of 
an artist who finds inspiration 
not in life, but in art. His latest 
film, High Anxiety, has been 
inspired by the works of Alfred 
Hitchcock. 
The hero, Dr. Richard Thorn-
dyke, is portrayed by Brooks. 
Thorndyke has been asked to 
replace the late director of the 
PsychoNeurotic Institute for the 
Very, Very Nervous. We soon 
learn that the employees of this 
institute are as neurotic as the 
patients. 
The head nurse, played by 
Cloris Leachman, and the assis-
tant director, portrayed by Har-
vey Korman, have a sado-
masochistic relationship. At 
night Leachman ties up Korman 
and proceeds to torture him 
with whips and chains. Korman 
loves it. 
High Anxiety has many el-
ements common to Hitchcock's 
films. As Thorndyke sits on a 
park bench a few pigeons setde 
near him. Soon there are a mass 
of pigeons surrounding him. 
The scene is reminiscent of 
Hitchcock's film, The Birds. But 
instead of being attacked, 
Thorndyke is plagued by num-
erous bird droppings. 
The Golden Gate Bridge 
scene is a tribute to Hitchcock's 
Vertigo. The shower scene, in 
which Thorndyke is beaten by a 
bellboy who attacks him with a 
newspaper, echoes a scene from 
Psycho. 
music 
lSrooks, who co-wrote, dtrect-
ed and stars in the film, distorts 
and changes details of Hitch-
cock's films to create a comic 
effect. Brooks' previous parod-
ies such as Blazing Saddles, 
Young Frankenstein, and Silent 
Movie, follow a similar format. 
The plot revolves around 
Nurse Diesel and the assistant 
director who are trying to keep 
healthy patients in the institute 
and exploit them for their 
money. 
A beautiful blonde, Madeline 
Kaltn, provides a romantic 
touch to this comedy suspence. 
Kaltn is looking for her father 
who has been in the institute for 
more than a year. 
The plot thickens as Thorn-
dyke is wanted on a murder 
charge. He has been framed by 
a lookalike murderer set up by 
Diesel and her assistant. 
The end of the film is a 
happy one. Diesel falls off the 
edge of a cliff riding on a 
broomstick, Kathn's father is 
rescued, and Kahn and Brooks 
fall in love and marry. 
Brooks proves to be a gooe 
dramatic and comic actor. Al-
though he has acted in his own 
films before, he always played 
second fiddle to Gene Wilder. 
In this film he follows the path 
of the traditional hero. 
Cloris Leachman is perfect as 
Nurse Diesel. Her transfor-
mation into a wicked witch is 
wholly believable. Her only flaw 
is that she cannot fly. Kahn is 
also well cast as the spinny 
blonde in distress. 
Is there a nurse 
in the house? 
by Marianne McKave 
The Douglas College Student 
Nurses Association (DCSNA) 
made an attempt at holding a 
dance within the setting of a 
rockin' and somewhat rowdy 
Queen's Park Arenex on Satur-
day night. The evening was 
spiced with a few punches, 
overturned chairs, and spilt 
beer, which had not been 
typical of any of the sports 
sponsored dances. However, 
none of the nurses were in-
volved. 
"On the whole, the dance 
went pretty good," remarked 
Elaine Morgan, group repres-
entative of the psychiatric 
nurses, and main organizer of 
the dance. 
"We were quite pleased with 
the crowd. It was nice to see a 
good spirit within the college, 
and a willingness to help sup-
port other groups." 
The DCSNA, held the dance 
as a part of their attempt to 
raise money for their graduation 
in August. 
"In the past, we've had bake 
sales, a car wash, a walkathon 
last summer, and before Christ-
mas, we sold candles, all to 
raise money for our graduation. 
We want everything to be just 
perfect at our reception - and I 
think we deserve it, after all the 
work we\ e put in to graduate." 
The music on Saturday was 
supplied by "City Haul", an 
amateur band that plays mainly 
in Vancouver. 
"We do write our own music 
from time to time, but in dance 
situations such as this, people 
like to hear and dance to what 
they know." 
The night ended with another 
small brawl, caused by the 
tension that remained in the air 
after the first fight, which 
seemed to account for a lot of 
people leaving at the dance's 
halftime. 
"When deciding what kind of 
music to have, we first thought 
of disco, but more people on our 
council seemed to want a live 
band. Then we had to fmd a 
band that played a variety of 
music, because the age range of 
the nurses is really large. So we 
chose City Haul." 
The group, headed by an 
Australian vocalist, were fair in 
their performance, to most 
people, but were shunned by 
the more active dancers. They 
played a good variety of music, 
from rock to a half-disco sound 
and even a polka or two. 
"We like to do alot of rock, 
basically," remarked Grant 
Woff, rhythm and vocalist. 
"Playing in a band isn't our 
main lifestyle though. Myself, 
I'm a civil servant. Wilf Haman, 
our lead guitarist, studies ed-
ucation out at UBC, and Derek, 
our drummer,is an electrician." 
"We started out about six 
years ago, all of us friends and 
we just practice whenever we 
get the chance, and play for 
more or less private occasions." 
Scene from D. C. theatre dept's play the Interview, abstract but interestinJ?. 
'----'---
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An interview with a job 
by Guy Tannetz 
The Douglas College theatre 
department put on two enjoy-
able plays last Friday night: The 
Merchant, and the Interview. 
Besides the bar that was 
offered it was worth going to 
see what the local talent could 
do. 
Their ftrst play The Merchant 
was a light comedy set in the 
time of the Golden Age of 
Greece, portraying the typical 
human fallacy of love (lust), 
jealousy and the general fooling 
around that has gone on 
throughout our species' exist-
ence. 
The Merchant had no real 
moral to the story, not that it 
was meant to, except "don't get 
caught" or, if you set your 
standards the other way·, "don't 
cheat on your wife". 
The acting was good, al-
though a couple of the actors' 
styles were heavily reflective of 
the main character, who had a 
very dominating form. 
The Merchant set out to make 
the audience laugh and they did 
do that, so what more could you 
ask for? 
The second play, The Inter-
view, depicted the modern day 
zoo of finding a job, the 
brashness and coldness of the 
employer and the sarcasm of 
the employee. The lines that 
sum up the intent of trying to 
show the audience what it was 
like are, "what job are you 
applying for?" ... "Floorwash-
er. " ... "How much experience 
do you have?'~ ... "Who needs 
experience washin' floors?" 
An abstract play of this type 
is sometimes very hard to pull 
off, and leaves the audience 
wondering what the play was 
trying to say, but the D.C. 
theatre department brought the 
message across strong. 
The only complaint I can 
make is they didn't have any 
white rum at the bar. Dark just 
doesn't cut it. 
Check newspaper 
for a theatre near you 
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